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                â€œThey're very potent in lowering LDL-câ€”a 50â€“60% reduction on top of whatever else you're taking. The safety profile has been very good,â€� says Christopher Cannon, cardiologist at Brigham and Women's Hospital, in Boston, and professor of medicine, at Harvard Medical School, in Boston. â€œThe only worry is what will they cost? We'll learn soon enough.â€�
These novel agents, injected once or twice a month, have shown a striking efficacy in reducing LDL-c levels. Patients with familial hypercholesterolemia, and others with cardiovascular disease for whom statin (3-hydroxy-3-methylglutaryl-coenzyme A reductase (HMG-CoA reductase) inhibitor) therapy is either inadequate or inappropriate, appear to be obvious beneficiaries. How widely they are adopted by other patient groups will depend on how they perform in large-scale clinical trials, still under way, which will assess their impact on reducing the risk of heart attack or death. Outcomes data will not be available until 2017 (for Repatha) or 2018 (for Praluent).
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