COMMENTARY

Down memory lane

i

Twenty-four CD-ROMSs containing
24 human chromosomes' worth of data.

Yoshiyuki Sakaki, Yokohama, Japan
“Among very many personally
unforgettable memories, two highlights
were the packed press conference on 8 May
2000, to announce the completion of
chromosome 21, and the visit with our Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi on 14 April
2003, together with Professor Nobuyoshi
Shimizu and others, to report the
completion of the human genome sequence,
where we presented him with a set of 24
CD-ROMs containing 24 human
chromosomes' worth of data. The final
strategy meeting of the International
Human Genome Sequencing Consortium at
Japan's Institute of Physical and Chemical
Research (RIKEN) and the following tour to
Kamakura in August 2002 were also
unforgettable.”

Bty ntize

uAt the worm Bob Waterston, Seattle, USA
meeting at Cold "“At the worm meeting at Cold Spring Harbor in 1989,.A'Ian .

. . Coulson tacked up the worm genome map for all to visit and find
Sprlng Harbor in their favourite gene. Made of A4 printouts of individual sections
1989, Alan along each chromosome, it foreshadowed the power of the
Coulson tacked information in a genome to transform biological research. Jim
up the worm YVatson must have fellt the same sense, si.nce .after viewin.g it, he

is reported to have said, “You can't see this without wanting to
genome map for sequence it”, and the next day he agreed to consider the worm
all to visit... genome for the so-called ‘security council’ of the Human
Jim Watson... Genome Project. Our task was set. Another early glimpse of the

after viewing itis Power of genome information came when Rick Wilson and the
group had sequenced the first couple of worm cosmids at

I‘EPOI‘ted to have Washington University in St. Louis. LaDeana Hillier and | were
Sald, 'You can't poring over the output of Phil Green's first version of Genefinder,
see this without piecing together exons and finding homologues in GenBank. We
wanting to had begun to read the information stored in the genome. Of

it course, we had only scratched the surface, and the task of
sequencelt. understanding the stored information will continue for decades,
but the thrill of revealing the information and beginning its
interpretation was, and remains, intoxicating.”
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