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              X. Dong, B. Milholland & J. Vijg Nature 538, 257â€“259 (2016); doi:10.1038/nature19793
            
In their Letter, Dong et al.1 claimed to have found evidence for a natural limit to human longevity, based on analysis of yearly maximum reported age at death (MRAD) values over the period 1968â€“2006 (see figure 2a in ref. 1). After splitting the period into two ranges (1968â€“1994 and 1995â€“2006), the authors fitted linear regressions to each group separately and concluded that the MRAD no longer increased significantly after 1995, and instead slightly decreased by 0.28 years each year1. There are strong statistical grounds to question the validity of their conclusions, which we illustrate by an analogous treatment of historical data on athletic performance. There is a Reply to this Comment by Dong, X. et al. Nature 546, 10.1038/nature22789 (2017).
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                    Figure 1: Distance jumped for gold-, silver-, and bronze-medallists at the Olympics (1960â€“2016) and the International Association of Athletics Federations World Championships (1983â€“2015).[image: ]
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