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The SuperB virus spread like wildfire 
— which was funny, really, because we’d 
put it in the water.

Forty years I spent perfecting it, while 
people were laughing behind their hands. 
Poor drunken old Dr J, mad as a bat in her 
dusty old lab, doing her useless antiviral 
work. Or so they thought. They’re not 
laughing at me now, are they? 

Once we’d perfected SuperB, my dedi-
cated little group scattered it around the 
globe. The virus was sprinkled into the 
headwaters of the Nile, dripped into remote 
springs and slipped directly into the water 
glass of a particularly irritating politician. 
Released into reservoirs, SuperB was lifted 
into the clouds to fall on fields and gardens. 
It was sipped from bottles by yuppies and 
from streams by goat-herders. And it was 
so powerful that a few drops of rain turned 
an entire well into a SuperB reservoir. 

The effects became noticeable very 
suddenly and, crucially, across the whole 
world at the same time. Crowds in the 
streets; emergency government debates; a 
few hopeless attempts to mobilize armies. 
But against what? 

My beautiful transgenic virus, after so 
much patient fine-tuning, targeted just the 
right few cells in the brain. It did its work 
invisibly, unstoppably. Meanwhile, who 
noticed mad old Dr J doing a triumphant 
jig in the moonlight? 

Then something started going wrong. 
And I realized I hadn’t seen one of my 
group for a while, that icy young Mark 
who’d talked about the need for an anti-
dote, ‘just in case’.

Two of my dear little helpers visited 
Mark’s girlfriend. Some gentle persuasion 
got all the information we needed, includ-
ing an address. 

Mark was just the sort of messianic idiot 
to build his secret lab on a mountaintop. 
Smiling passers-by took my arm to help 
me struggle up to the peak. Others guided 
me to a shady rock where I could sit while 
my vision cleared.

There I drank some gin from my hip-
flask and rested for a while, looking down 
at the world I had shaped. My followers, a 
group of renegade Buddhists, had told their 
willing converts that SuperB was the cure 
for everything, and they had believed it. 

Why shouldn’t they? Most of the world’s 
problems were caused by greed, self-pity or 
aggression, and what remained could soon 
be solved without the distractions of crime 

and war. All 
overcome with 
one dose of Super 
Benevolence. The 
world’s population had 
realized life was better if they 
were kind and fair to each other. 
Well, OK, not so much realizing as 
being unable to do anything else. 
My plan for world peace coming 
to fruition. And now that little 
creep was messing it up.

Breathing heavily, I pushed the 
lab door open. Mark was facing 
me from the other side of the high 
lab bench, grinning. “Glad you 
could drop in,” he said jovially. 
“I’m sure you’d like to see some of 
the improvements I’ve made.”

“You call those improvements, do 
you?” I said. “Violence, terror, crime? 
I’m disappointed.” Even as I spoke I was 
aware how feeble it sounded to him. 

“Disappointed?” he yelled, dropping 
the friendly act. “I’m disappointed! Your 
reputation as a tough, hard-drinking loner 
— what a joke! I thought you were plan-
ning to take over the world.”

“We have taken it over,” I pointed out. 
He shook it off: “You’re the smuggest do-
gooder I ever met! You make me sick.” His 
eyes were strangely bright. Could I really 
see tears sparkling at their brims? If he was 
losing his grip, I had a chance.

“Poor boy,” I cooed. “Your so-called anti-
dote lasts only a few days. Bank robbers are 
giving back what they stole, with interest. 
Those gunmen who broke into the Vatican 
have taken holy orders.” 

“I’m taking the antidote every day while 
I work on it,” he said. “And what a pity 
you can’t stop me, Dr Nicey-Nice. You can 
pull out that gun, but you can’t shoot me, 
can you? Because you haven’t taken my 
antidote.”

I pulled 
my hand out 

of my pocket 
slowly, dangling 

what he’d taken for a gun 
between thumb and forefinger. 

“You pathetic old lush,” he sneered. 
“Couldn’t even get up here without a 
drink to steady your nerves.”

I went on smiling, looking him in 
the eye, the gin bottle swinging from 
my fingers in a hypnotic rhythm. It 
finally dawned on him. 
“You’ve never drunk any water,” he 

croaked. “You haven’t got the SuperB 
virus.” The next two thoughts — “So 
you can shoot me” and “Now you 

really have pulled out a gun” — hit him 
faster. He dived for the door, but you 
don’t have to be young and quick to hit 
someone from that distance without a 

lab bench in the way. 
He went down dramatically, sweeping a 

benchful of phials with him. I emptied the 
bottle into his mouth before he smashed it 
with his last conscious movement.

I put away the tranquillizer gun and had 
a couple of drinks from my hip-flask before 
Mark got up, tears running down his face.

“May I clean this place up?” he whis-
pered. I knew the urge was overwhelm-
ing. Of course, I lifted my feet helpfully as 
he ran the vacuum cleaner around. Even 
I couldn’t survive on gin alone: I was as 
infected by Super Benevolence as everyone 
else on the planet. 

But I made sure he disposed very care-
fully of the broken bottle, which had con-
tained my hastily concocted virus update. 
It had some odd side effects, including the 
compulsive housework. And I was damned 
if I wanted to risk catching that. ■

Janet Wright has written nine books about 
health, and says science has proved that 
dancing is better for you than housework.

SuperB
Raise a glass to world domination.

JA
C

EY

498

NATURE|Vol 451|24 January 2008FUTURES

FU
TU

RE
S



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 450
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 450
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 2400
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox false
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.30000
    0.30000
    0.30000
    0.30000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (OFCOM_PO_P1_F60)
  /PDFXOutputCondition (OFCOM_PO_P1_F60)
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <FEFF004e005000470020005000520049004e005400200050004400460020004a006f00620020004f007000740069006f006e0073002e002000320032006e0064002000530065007000740065006d00620065007200200032003000300034002e002000500044004600200031002e003300200043006f006d007000610074006900620069006c006900740079002e>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [665.858 854.929]
>> setpagedevice


