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Sweet success shows you can count on the public

Are the masses stupid? A hundred years
ago Francis Galton, a half-cousin of Charles
Darwin, analysed the results of a guess-the-
weight-of-an-ox competition at a country
fair. The average of the guesses from 787
participants was virtually spot-on to the
real weight of the ox, Galton reported (see
Nature 75, 450;1907). The findings shook
his belief in eugenics, a term he himself
had coined.

Last month, Ranga Yogeshwar, host of

Germany's popular Quarks & Co science television show, repeated the experiment — but with
alaboratory beaker filled with sweets. The average guess of the 16,000 viewers was again
astonishingly close to the correct number of 5,780; the average was 5,714, and nearly one in 200
hit the right number exactly. “The masses are intelligent,” says Yogeshwar. “We can use them for

all sorts of science TV-Internet experiments.”

are just two of the messages emerging from
an independent survey commissioned by
the NIH and released on 26 October, to
assess the impact of the regulations.

In August 2005, after scandals over
conflicts of interest, the NIH announced
more stringent rules, including a ban on
outside consulting. The Internet survey,
carried out this summer, received
responses from some 8,000 agency
employees (a 48% response), including
around 3,300 scientists.

Nearly three-quarters of employees
thought the rules would improve the NIH’s
credibility with the public, but more than
half thought they would harm the agency’s
ability to retain or recruit employees. Among
tenure and tenure-track researchers, 18%
said they were looking to leave the agency,
or considering doing so. Yet nearly 90% of
all agency scientists said they planned to
still be at the agency in a year’s time.

The NIH will next survey employees who
left the agency, along with potential new
employees, to see the effect of the ethics
rules on their decisions.

South Korea finds time and
cash for stem cells

There’s hope — and money —

in South Korea for stem-cell

researchers wanting to move on

from the Woo Suk Hwang fraud

scandal (see page 12). To get

the word out, scientists

are hosting a handful of

one-day international

symposia, including one on

3 November in Seoul on mesenchymal

stem cells, which are found in bone marrow.
The goal is to stimulate plans for the

430 billion won (US$450 million) that

the South Korean government promised

in May for research over the next 10 years;

30% of the money will be put towards

research on embryonic stem cells, with the

rest going on adult stem-cell research.

Most of the embryo work will be led by
the Stem Cell Research Center based in
Seoul, which gets some $15 million a year
until 2012. Another initiative, launched by
the science ministry in August, will provide
$4.5 million a year in grants for groups
working on stem-cell differentiation and
other related studies.

DNA catalogue opens up
new era of mouse research

Mouse researchers, rejoice: scientists have
completed a two-year, $13-million project
that should catapult mouse studies into a
new era.

The project identified 8.3 million
differences in DNA sequences — single
nucleotide polymorphisms, or SNPs
— from 15 mouse strains. This SNP
catalogue should enable studies among
several different strains of mice, rather
than single inbred strains. And it will allow
researchers to examine the combinations
of environmental and genetic factors that
influence the risk of diseases and the ill
effects of toxins and chemicals.

The study, which was funded by the

US National Institute of

Environmental Health
Sciences, was conducted

by Perlegen Sciences

of Mountain View,

California. All the
resulting data have been
made freely available.
» www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/SNP

Correction

The story ‘Funding agencies toughen stance

on open access' (Nature 443, 894-895;

2006) incorrectly stated that the American
Physiological Society (APS) refused to comply
with Wellcome Trust guidelines for making
publications openly accessible. In fact, the APS
is still in negotiations with the trust, and has not
reached a final decision.

15
©2006 Nature Publishing Group




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 450
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 450
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 2400
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox false
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.30000
    0.30000
    0.30000
    0.30000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (OFCOM_PO_P1_F60)
  /PDFXOutputCondition (OFCOM_PO_P1_F60)
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <FEFF004e005000470020005000520049004e005400200050004400460020004a006f00620020004f007000740069006f006e0073002e002000320032006e0064002000530065007000740065006d00620065007200200032003000300034002e002000500044004600200031002e003300200043006f006d007000610074006900620069006c006900740079002e>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [665.858 854.929]
>> setpagedevice




