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            It is seven years since the first bacterial genome was completely sequenced, and more than 60 others have now been determined. What has been the impact of these projects on pure science and public welfare?
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                    Figure 1: Number of genes (ORFs) plotted against genome size for 44 fully sequenced genomes, including ten Archaea (squares) and 34 Bacteria.[image: ]


Figure 2: Many routes to intracellular adaptation.[image: ]
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