







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	brief communications

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	Brief Communication
	Published: 04 October 2001



                    Palaeolithic paintings
Evolution of prehistoric cave art

                    	H. Valladas1, 
	J. Clottes2, 
	J.-M. Geneste3, 
	M. A. Garcia4, 
	M. Arnold5, 
	H. Cachier1 & 
	…
	N. Tisnérat-Laborde1 

Show authors

                    

                    
                        
    Nature

                        volume 413, page 479 (2001)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        9104 Accesses

                    
	
                        110 Citations

                    
	
                            16 Altmetric

                        
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
                
    
    

    
    

                
            


        
            Abstract
Sophisticated examples of European palaeolithic parietal art can be seen in the caves of Altamira, Lascaux and Niaux near the Pyrenees, which date to the Magdalenian period (12,000–17,000 years ago), but paintings of comparable skill and complexity were created much earlier1,2, some possibly more than 30,000 years ago3. We have derived new radiocarbon dates for the drawings that decorate the Chauvet cave in Vallon-Pont-d'Arc, Ardèche, France, which confirm that even 30,000 years ago Aurignacian artists, already known as accomplished carvers1, could create masterpieces comparable to the best Magdalenian art4. Prehistorians, who have traditionally interpreted the evolution of prehistoric art as a steady progression from simple to more complex representations, may have to reconsider existing theories of the origins of art.
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