Contacts

Publisher: Fabien Savenay
Editor: Paul Smaglik

Sales Director: Ben Crowe

European Head Office,
London

The Macmillan Building

4 Crinan Street

London N1 9XW, UK

Tel +44 (0) 20 7843 4961

Fax +44 (0) 20 7843 4996
e-malil: classified@nature.com

Group European Manager:
Leonie Welss (4954)
European Manager:

Nevin Bayoumi (4978)
European Sales Consultant:
Jonathan Bull (4973)

UK/ RoW/ Ireland:

Meatt Powell (4953), Ben Corp (4974),
Andy Douglas (4975)

Holland!/ Italy: Nevin Bayoumi (4978)
Scandinavia: Sille Opstrup (4994)

Production Manager: Billie Frankiin
To send films and materials use
London address above.

Tel +44 (0) 20 7843 4814

Fax+44 (0) 20 7843 4996

e-mall: classified@nature.com

International

Advertising Coordinator:
Laura Pearson (4977)
Naturejobs web development:
Tom Hancock

Naturejobs online production:
Ben Lund

European Satellite Offices
France/ Belgium:

Christine Niox-Chateau

Tel +33(0) 143201651
Fax+33(0) 143205152

e-mail: c.nioxchateau@nature.com

Spain/ Portugal:
Amanda Wren

Tel +3491 3913835
Fax+ 3491 319 0091
e-mail: a.wren@nature.com

Germany/ Austria/ Switzerland:

Patrick Phelan/ Kate Tumer

Tel +49 8954 9057 11/-2

Fax+49 89549057 20

e-mails: p.phelan@nature.com
ktumer@nature.com

US Head Office, New York
345 Park Avenue South,

10th Floor, New York, NY 10010-1707
Tel +1800 989 7718

Fax+1 800989 7103

e-malil: classified@natureny.com

US Sales Director: Ben Crowe
US Sales Manager: Peyton Mason

US Advertising Coordinator:
Corrisa Salzman

Japan Head Office, Tokyo
Shin-Mitsuke Building (4F),

3-6 Ichigaya Tamachi Sinjuku-Ku,
Tokyo 162

Tel +81 3 3267 8751

Fax +81 33267 8746

e-mail: k.cowan@naturejpn.com
Japan Manager: Kate Cowan

NATUREJOBS | 17 MAY 2001 | www.nature.com

naturejobs

nature.com

Panning for gold

n the nineteenth century, fortune seekers headed to California

to pan for gold. In the late twentieth century, hopeful scientists

flocked there to prospect for proteins. Since then, other parts

of the world have joined the biotech rush — often looking to

the San Francisco Bay Area for cues about where and how to
dig for new compounds and build new companies. But the
original blueprint that the site of biotech’s genesis provided to the
world has changed dramatically — and with it the dynamics of
employment there (see page 4).

For example, when Genentech helped to launch the biotech
era 25 years ago, the company was relatively small and it staked its
claim with one putative product. Now, the company — with its
thousands of employees, multiple therapies on the market and
several in the pipeline — more closely resembles a pharmaceutical
giant than a start-up. The same is true for other more established
companies such as Chiron.

Further blurring the distinction between biotech and
pharmaceutical companies, many of the early northern California
biotechs are owned at least partially by pharmaceutical concerns.
Many of the newer ones were formed as the result of a
partnership with, or as spin-offs from, other companies.

Within this protean landscape, the future of California
biotech is being reshaped yet again. Several major investments in
new university programmes and buildings, which will probably
trigger another round of start-ups, spin-offs and tie-ins, look set
to boost the employment market in an already crowded, yet
prosperous, region. Other regions of the world looking to the
Bay Area biotech model may want to ask themselves which Bay
Area they’re basing their plans upon: the one that was, that is, or
is to come.

Paul Smaglik
Naturejobs editor
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