







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	news & views

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	News & Views
	Published: 24 February 2000



                    Biodiversity
Extinction by numbers

                    	Stuart L. Pimm1 & 
	Peter Raven2Â 



                    
                        
                    

                    
                        
    Nature

                        volumeÂ 403,Â pages 843â€“845 (2000)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        39k Accesses

                    
	
                        877 Citations

                    
	
                            96 Altmetric

                        
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
                
    
    

    
    

                
            


        
            

            
                
                    

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



                
            


            
                
                    
                

            

            
                
                How large will be the loss of species through human activities? And over what time period might that loss unfold? Habitat destruction is the leading cause of species extinction. Generally, many of the species found across large areas of a given habitat are represented in smaller areas of it. So habitat loss initially causes few extinctions, then many only as the last remnants of habitat are destroyed. Thus, at current rates of habitat destruction, the peak of extinctions might not occur for decades. But we should not be complacent. On page 853 of this issue, Myers et al.1 document an uneven, highly clumped, distribution of vulnerable species over the world's land surface. Within these â€˜biodiversity hotspotsâ€™, habitats are already disproportionately reduced.
Conservatively, there are about seven million species of eukaryote2 â€” a definition encompassing most organisms that would be generally recognized as plants or animals but excluding bacteria, for instance. Most of these seven million are animals and about 85% are terrestrial.
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