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NEWS 

Japanese universities are slow 
to welcome foreign faculty 
Tokyo. Members of Japan's ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) have joined a cho
rus of voices calling for a dramatic increase 
in the number of foreign faculty members in 
national universities. An LDP project team 
led by Noriaki Watase submitted its recom
mendations earlier this month to two LDP 
committees on academic and cultural af
fairs, and last week a committee of academ
ics that advise the Ministry of Education, 
Science and Culture (MESC) made a similar 
recommendation. 

Despite this growing pressure, Japan's 
universities will probably be slow to change 
their employment practices. Although uni
versities have since 1982 been allowed to 
hire non-Japanese professors, associate pro
fessors and lecturers, the number of such 
foreign faculty today stands at only 201, or 
0.5 per cent of the approximately 37,000 
faculty in Japan's 98 national universities. 

Of these foreigners, only 17 enjoy per
manent employment (tenure) like their Japa
nese colleagues (see table). The rest are on 

temporary appointments, which are limited 
to a specified number of years (with the 
possibility of extension if their performance 
is good). 

Furthermore, almost half of those with 
tenure have strong personal links to Japan. 
Eight are graduates of Japanese universities, 
two of the Koreans with tenure were born 
and educated in Japan and two other faculty 
members are of Japanese ancestry. Only 
four Western academics have tenure, and 
for two of them their speciality is teaching 
their native language. 

The release of the LDP recommenda
tions was followed a week later by a report 
from a committee ofthe University Council, 
a body of senior academics that advises 
MESC. Calling for more open employment 
practices in Japan's universities, the report 
says that more foreign faculty should be 
hired and that the terms oftheir employment 
should be adapted to individual needs. 

The LDP and University Council recom
mendations echo the views of a team of 

Foreigners with tenure in Japan 
Tokyo University 
Paul Chen (US) 
Robert Geller (US) 
Srikantha Herath (Sri Lanka) 
Shik Shin (Korea) 
Toshihiro An (Korea)" 
Ha-Won Song (Korea) 

Kyushu University 
Tsutomu Takahashi (US) 
Michel Wolfgang (Germany) 

Kanazawa University 
He-Hi Lee (Korea) 
Sang Young Nam (Korea) 

Shlzuoka University 
Michael A.P. Lloyd (UK) 
Wonn Soh (Korea)' 

Fukushima University 
Harold Lewis (US) 

Tohoku University 
Jong Won Lee (Korea) 

Hlrosakl University 
Victor Carpenter (US) 

Hltotsubashl University 
N/ A (China)" 

De rtment 
Law & Politics 
Earth & Planetary Physics 
Inst. of Industrial Science 
Inst. for Solid State Physics 
Nuclear Power, Engineering 
Civil Engineering 

Earth & Planetary Sciences 
German . Inst. of Languages 
and Cultures 

Liberal Arts. Chemistry 
Liberal Arts . Korean 

Liberal Arts. English 
Earth Science 

Economics 

Law 

Liberal Arts , English 

Economics. Chinese 

KEK (National Laboratory for High Energy Physics) 
Tokio Kenneth Ohska Physics 
(Canada) 

Rank Graduate school 
Professor Taiwan University 
Assoc. Professor Caltech. US 
Assoc. Professor Tokyo University 
Assoc. Professor Tokyo University 
Lecturer Tokyo University 
Lecturer Yonsei University 

Professor Hokkaido University 
Assoc. Professor Frankfurt University 

Assoc. Professor Kyoto University 
Assoc. Professor Tokyo Metropolitan U. 

Assoc. Professor London University 
Lecturer Kyoto University 

Assoc. Professor State U. of New York 
at Binghamton. US 

Assoc. Professor Tokyo University 

Assoc. Professor Macalester College. US 

Professor 

Assoc. Professor Carleton University 

.. now an associate professor at Tokai University 
# now associate professor 
•• retired in April 1993 

Source: Ministry of Education. Science and Culture 
and • All Japan University Staff Directory 1992' (Kojun·sha) 
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foreign and Japanese scientists who earlier 
this year proposed employment of more 
foreign faculty in an external review of the 
physics department of Tokyo University 
(see Nature 362, 387; 1993). Among the 
national universities, Tokyo is the most 
progressive; it employs the largest number 
of foreign faculty, 13, and has given tenure 
to nearly half of them. Nevertheless, only a 
handful are scientists or engineers. 

"In principle I agree completely with 
these [LDP] recommendations", says Akito 
Arima, former president of Tokyo Univer
sity who retired from the university shortly 
after the external review was completed in 
March. "But in practice it will be very hard 
to do. Not so many foreign scientists want to 
stay in Japan. And there are many problems 
such as lack of international schools for 
their children and lack of suitable accom
modation". Other leading Japanese academ
ics say that institutions are wary of hiring 
foreign faculty because it is difficult for 
them to participate in meetings and join 
committees if they cannot speak and write 
Japanese. 

"The language problem is real", says 
Robert Geller, a US geophysicist at Tokyo 
University and one of the few foreign fac
ulty with tenure. "But it should not be used 
as an excuse. Foreigners new to Japan can 
make significant contributions to commit
tees dealing with international issues and 
they can help in the production of English 
reports." Geller, who has lived in Japan 
for several years and who speaks and 
writes Japanese, has served on several 
faculty committees. 

Geller says that the dearth of foreigners 
is closely related to the "lack of Japanese 
from other universities" on any faculty. 
Departments typically choose new faculty 
members from among their own students 
and there is very little movement between 
universities. For example, in Tokyo Univer
sity's faculty of engineering, 99 per cent 
(998) of the 1,010 faculty members are 
graduates of Tokyo University. Such in
breeding needs to be eliminated before a 
significant influx of foreigners can be 
achieved, says Geller. Another obstacle is 
the small number of women faculty mem
bers in Japanese universities. 

Although individual faculty members 
play an important role in bringing about 
change, there is also a need for the large 
number of universities that do not offer 
tenure to revise their internal regulations to 
allow employment of foreigners on equal 
terms. MESC, which administers the uni
versities, must also provide strong leader
ship, an ingredient that so far seems lacking. 
Commenting before the release of the Uni
versity Council report, Y oshikazu Hasegawa, 
director of the ministry's science and inter
national affairs bureau, said about the LDP 
recommendations that "wc will treat 
the suggestions of the legislature with re
spect, but we will not necessarily say yes to 
everything". David Swinbanks 
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