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            0957 + 561 A, B are two QSOs of mag 17 with 5.7 arc s separation at redshift 1.405. Their spectra leave little doubt that they are associated. Difficulties arise in describing them as two distinct objects and the possibility that they are two images of the same object formed by a gravitational lens is discussed.
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        Editorial Summary
Gravitational lensing
In 1979, Walsh, Carswell and Weymann reported the observation of two quasistellar objects that looked suspiciously similar. Known as 0957 + 561 A and B, and separated in the sky by only 5.7 arc seconds, the two sources had nearly identical magnitudes, redshifts and detailed spectra. "Difficulties arise in describing them as two distinct objects," the researchers pointed out. Gravitational lensing, they suggested, offered a more likely explanation: light from a single source, after travelling along distinct, bending paths through the gravitational field of some large intervening object, was arriving at the Earth from two different directions.
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