







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	letters

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	Letter
	Published: 25 October 1974



                    Population size and natural selection in the land snail Cepaea nemoralis

                    	PETER F. BRUSSARD1Â 



                    

                    
                        
    Nature

                        volumeÂ 251,Â pages 713â€“715 (1974)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        271 Accesses

                    
	
                        6 Citations

                    
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
                
    
    

    
    

                
            


        
            Abstract
ALTHOUGH most investigators have concluded that protein polymorphisms are maintained by balancing selection1,2, some contend that they are the consequences of random drift of neutral or nearly neutral alleles3,4. Many empirical data seem to support the selectionist view, although the mechanism that might be involved is not well understood. In any case, critical data on changes in allelic or genotypic frequencies through time are not available for most natural populations. Therefore, the major evidence for selective responses is provided by deviations from expected zygotic proportions at some given time.
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