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Indian population. The British Government is not 
blind to this aspect of the situation. While making it 
clear that Dominion status is its objective, it has 
laid it down without ambiguity in this statement of 
policy that the British Government cannot be a 
party to the coercion of any elements of India's 
national life into obedience to a system of govern· 
ment whose authority those elements do not accept. 
Secondly, it is declared categorically and insist
ently that the framework of the scheme for the future 
government of India should be primarily the res
ponsibility of Indians themselves, and should originate 
from Indian conceptions of the social, economic, and 
political structure of Indian life. Subject to responsi
bilities from which His Majesty's Government cannot 
divest itself, it desires to see Indian conceptions given 
the fullest expression. This statement of policy made 
on behalf of His Majesty's Government is a bold and 
timely step forward to promote national unity among 
the Indian peoples. Its success or failure depends 
upon the people themselves. For while it embodies 
those principles of social justice which would submit 
the form of government to the dCJtermination of the 
peoples themselves, its translations into practical 
effect is clearly made to depend upon the display of 
that spirit of toleration, the exercise of that mutual 
co-operation, and that freedom from coercion which 
is the essence of the democratic ideal. 

Colour-Blindness and Camouflage 

THE chief characteristic which distinguishes colour. 
blind people from those with normal vision, is a 
reduced ability to distinguish colours that are 
normally quite distinct. Superficially, therefore, it 
would seem highly improbable that colour-blind 
persons could detect a camouflaged building that an 
ordinary observer would miss. This suggestion, 
however, which has come from the United States 
recently, is not wholly without foundation, as there 
are at least three ways in which certain colour-blind 
observers might see more than the ordinary person. 
For example, in a building camouflaged with large 
irregular patches of colour, the actual outline of the 
building may be lost in the jumble of these patterns. 
But the colour-blind person may be scarcely con
scious of the variegated colours, so that to him the 
outline of the building may be almost unaffected by 
the camouflage. In the Ishihara test for colour
blindness, certain of the cards actually use this prin
ciple ; a faint blue figure is printed on a background 
of highly coloured dots of various hues. To the 
normal observer the blue figure is lost against the 
background, but the colour-blind person may spot 
it. Again, in the protanopic and protanomalous 
type of defect, reds and yellows appear darker 
than usual, and with certain colouring of building 
and background this could lead to an enhanced 
contrast and so give the colour-blind person his 
advantage. 

That a third very hypothetical case is possible, is 
shown by the fact that, using a colorimeter, it is 
possible for a normal observer to make a colour 
match between two halves of a field that would not 

be a match for a defective observer of the anomalous 
trichromat type. It could therefore be argued that 
it might happen that a building matched its back
ground for the normal person, yet, for the anomalous 
trichromat, the two would be distinct. But for 
every instance of this kind that might be suggested, 
there are innumerable examples in which the colour
blind observer is at a marked disadvantage, and in 
other ways would of course be a source of real danger. 
Moreover, if the normal person were provided with 
pieces of coloured glass, it would be most unlikely 
that the colour-blind person would ever be able to 
score off him. 

University of London 

THE report of the Principal on the Work of the 
University of London, 1939-40, gives a short account 
of the officially recommended dispersal of the 
various schools. The result was a heavy demand 
on those who received the evacuees, the Universities 
of Cambridge, Bristol and Wales in particular. The 
intensive air-raids which were expected not having 
yet arrived, Birkbeck College has re-opened for day 
and evening classes. The Imperial College of Science 
and Technology has remained open at South Ken
sington for several courses in chemistry, physics, and 
mining, and the London School of Economics with 
day teaching at Peterhouse has maintained evening 
classes in London. Bedford College went to Newnham, 
and Westfield to St. Peter's Hall, Oxford. The 
agricultural students at Wye went to Reading for 
the first term, but the College was re-opened for 
teaching last .January. The British Postgraduate 
Medical School and the Lister Institute remained in 
London, and nearly all the other medical schools are 
now there again, and would plainly lose by dissocia
tion from their special hospitals. The Government 
decision not to call up under the age of twenty led 
to some trouble in unexpected accommodation. At 
the end of August the Ministry of Information took 
over the Senate House, and the new wing designed 
for the Institute of Historical Research, when finished, 
will also be occupied by the Ministry. The University 
was due to receive a grant of £25,000 from the 
National Fitness Council towards the new Students' 
Union, but that was vetoed by the Treasury on the 
outbreak of War. Lord Nuffield gave twice as much, 
and on being asked if in the altered circumstances .t e 
would withdraw the gift, wished it to be retained 
for building in happier times. 

It is good to learn that the work of the University 
goes on satisfactorily. Examinations have been held 
in eleven provincial centres, and there has been no 
lowering of standards. The University has had to 
provide for a large number of external students, and 
the Extension Department has made up for the 
falling off of its normal work by attending to the 
educati9n of British and Canadian soldiers. The War 
will reduce the supply of students, though the 
numbers at present keep up rather well, so that the 
question of adequate financing will become urgent. 
The decision not to reduce the Government grant is 
important. That of the L.C.C. for this year is much 


	Colour-Blindness and Camouflage



