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Sir Alfred Ewing's "Monument" 

An Engineer's Outlook. By Sir Alfred Ewing. 
Pp. xxv + 333. (London : Methuen and Co., 
Ltd., 1933.) 8s. 6d. net. 

SIXTY-TWO years ago, Sir Alfred Ewing, at 
the age of sixteen years, became the first 

holder of an engineering scholarship from Dundee 
High School and entered the University of Edin
burgh. 

Born and bred in a Scottish manse in "an 
atmosphere of frugality but never of penury, of 
thrift but never of meanness, of industry without 
monotony, of simplicity without dullness, of 
refinement without affectation, of gentle culture 
in manners and morals" he there found it easy, he 
says, "to acquire the habit of sustained effort 
whether or no the task to be done were in itself 
attractive". At Edinburgh he at once came under 
the spell of !<'Ieeming Jenkin, whose life was filled 
"with an incessant round of creative activities", 
and through him became an assistant to Lord 
Kelvin, then Sir William Thomson, "one of the 
few very great men whose greatness is not greater 
than their goodness". 

At this time Thomson and Jenkin were partners 
in certain submarine cable enterprises, and under 
their guidance Sir Alfred spent his summers in 
the testing room of a cable factory in London and 
made three cable-laying voyages to South America. 
To these early experiences was added that of 
knowing Robert Louis Stevenson, the last meeting 
with whom, he says, was in the summer of 1878 
"when Jenkin asked us both to dinner to meet 
Mr. Taiso Masaki, a Japanese official who had 
come to Edinburgh in search of a professor for 
the University of Tokyo and had swept me into 
his net" . 

Thus, under the most auspicious circumstances, 
launched upon his life's work as an engineer and 
educationist, Sir Alfred has spent five years in 
Japan, seven years in Dundee, thirteen years at 
Cambridge, another thirteen years under the 
Admiralty as director of naval education; and yet 
another thirteen as principal and vice-chancellor 
of the University of Edinburgh, a position from 
which he retired, full of distinction , in 1929. 

First known for his refined researches on 
magnetism and seismology, then for his writings 
on thermodynamics and engineering, Sir Alfred 
has played many parts. In 1931 at the centenary 
meeting of the British Association he delivered 

the presidential address to Section G (Engineering) 
and in the following year at York, the presiden
tial address to the Association itself, taking 
as his title "An Engineer's Outlook". 

Now, from his retirement at Cambridge, under 
the same title, Sir Alfred has issued this volume 
of lectures and addresses, to which he has added 
an all too short autobiographical note. Whether 
or no the volume forms, as Mr. E . V. Lucas sug
gests, Sir Alfred's "monument", it will be read 
with pleasure by many who have long admired 
him for his work and character. 

The papers and addresses for tho greater part 
belong to the period subsequent to Sir Alfred's 
appointment as principal at Edinburgh, and 
include, beside the two addresses to the British 
Association, the James :Forrest lecture of 1928 on 
"A Century of Inventions", the Hibbert lecture of 
1933 on "Science and some Modern Problems", a 
lay sermon preached in St. Giles's Cathedral, 
Edinburgh, in 1930, the obituary notice of Sir 
Charles Parsons written for the Royal Society, and 
a charming sketch of the Fleeming Jenkins and 
Robert Louis Stevenson. But much earlier than 
these are the James Forrest lecture of 1899 and 
the Kelvin lecture of 1910, and a speech at the 
anniversary dinner of the Royal Society in 1895 
when Sir Alfred replied to the toast of "The 
Medallists". On this occasion Lord Lister was in 
the chair and the medallists included Dr. Weier
strass, Sir John Murray and Sir William Ramsay. 

The speeches and addresses are all of great 
interest, and though in some of the later addresses 
there is a tinge of the pessimism of age, there 
is always the same felicity of phrase, the 
same grace and humour and tho same brea.dth of 
outlook. 

Those familiar with Sir Alfred Ewing's activities 
who read the short autobiographical note which 
forms the preface to this volume will regret, 
however, that he had not been somewhat bolder. 
To write autobiography may be, as he says, "like 
picking one's way over marshy ground : a false 
step, and one may be ankle-deep in egotism" ; yet 
who could be better equipped than he for giving 
us a book of reminiscences ? He tells us so little 
of Japan, of Cambridge and of the Admiralty, and 
yet stored away in his memory, doubtless, are 
recollections, still vivid, of men, institutions and 
events of which the scientific and engineering 
worlds would gladly know more. The story of 
"Room 40" may have to remain untold, but surely 
there are plenty of others beyond official ban. 
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