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Nature Publishing Group launches its first all Japanese language publication 
 
Nature Publishing Group (NPG) today announces launch of its first all Japanese language publication on 
nature.com. This marks another step in NPG’s strategy to develop a strong publishing program in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 
 
The publication, called Nature Digest, is comprised of a monthly selection of news, news features, and 
opinion articles translated into Japanese from Nature and NPG’s daily online news service 
news@nature.com. In addition, Nature Digest carries original commissioned news features written by 
Japanese journalists and it has a bilingual section for the study of scientific English with translations of an 
article next to the original English with an explanation of the translation between. 
 
Nature Digest, edited by Itsumi Kitahara, a former editorial staff member of Japan’s popular science 
magazine Newton who now works for NPG Nature Asia-Pacific in Tokyo, is intended for a broad scientific 
audience of all ages. The print publication has been sold in Japan to institutions and individuals for the 
past year but this is the first time for it to be available online in full text form. Individual articles can be 
read in PDF format or a complete PDF issue can be downloaded and printed. Nature Digest has been 
successfully submitted to CrossRef as NPG’s first foreign language publication. 
 
The July and August issues of the publication are freely available online (after registration) on nature.com 
until the end of this month. Thereafter, access will require a personal online subscription or institutions 
can obtain access through a site license. This is the first time for a general science publication of this type 
in Japanese to be made available to institutions through a site license. Strong uptake of the print version 
by institutions in Japan suggests the online version will also be popular, particularly with students. 
 
Nature Digest can be viewed at www.nature.com/ndigest/index_ja.html  
 
Nature Publishing Group (NPG) is a division of Macmillan Publishers Ltd, dedicated to serving the 
academic, professional scientific and medical communities. NPG's flagship title, Nature, was first 
published in 1869. Other publications include Nature research journals, Nature Reviews, Nature Clinical 
Practice and a range of prestigious academic journals including society-owned publications. NPG also 
provides news content through news@nature.com and scientific career information through Naturejobs.  
 
NPG is a global company with headquarters in London and offices in New York, San Francisco, 
Washington DC, Boston, Tokyo, Paris, Munich, Hong Kong, Melbourne, Delhi, Mexico City and 
Basingstoke. For more information, please go to www.nature.com.  
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