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                No treatment for systemic sclerosis (SSc) has been shown to be curative to date. In an attempt to escalate immunosuppressive therapy, autologous hematopoietic stem cell transplantation (HSCT) has been employed with mixed results1, 2 whereas data on allogeneic HSCT in SSc has been sparse.3, 4 Herein, we report a patient with diffuse cutaneous SSc who successfully underwent non-myeloablative allogeneic HSCT from her HLA-identical sibling.
The patient is a 38-year-old female with SSc diagnosed 18 months before referral for transplant, and previously treated with prednisone without improvement. At referral, she had diffuse involvement of the face, and upper and lower extremities, with fixed contractures of the elbows and inter-phalangeal joints. The baseline Rodnan skin score was 25 (fingers/hands inevaluable owing to overly taut skin). Anti-Scl 70 and other auto-antibodies were negative. Two-dimensional echocardiogram revealed normal left ventricular function and an elevated pulmonary artery systolic pressure (PASP) of 31â€‰mm Hg.
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