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            Abstract
In 1983, Coates conducted a survey that ranked the side-effects perceived by patients receiving chemotherapy in the order of their severity. Vomiting and nausea were found to be the two most distressing side-effects. They have an impact on quality of life and compliance with treatment. The development of 5HT3 antagonists has been a major step forward in the prevention and treatment of chemotherapy-induced nausea and vomiting. Presently, these antiemetics are routinely used as concomitant therapy in emetogenic chemotherapy regimens. The purpose of this study was to evaluate the impact of 5HT3 antagonists on patient perceptions of the side-effects of chemotherapy. Coates' survey was replicated in patients who received 5HT3 antagonists for acute nausea and vomiting resulting from emetogenic chemotherapy. Patients received the survey to identify those physical and non-physical side-effects that they attributed to chemotherapy and were asked to rank the five most distressing side-effects. Of the 197 patients who consented to take part in the study, 181 were evaluable. Nausea, hair loss and vomiting were described as the three most distressing side-effects of chemotherapy. Eighty per cent of all the patients actually experienced nausea and 57% experienced vomiting. Hair loss appeared to be more distressing to women (P < 0.001) but, in other aspects, gender, age and marital status did not influence the ranking of the three most distressing side-effects. Constipation was ranked as 6th and was not identified as a distressing side-effect in 1983. Nausea and vomiting remain to be the first and third most distressing side-effects of chemotherapy, even though the incidence and severity of acute nausea and vomiting are now significantly reduced.




            
                
                    

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



                
            


            
                
                    
                

            

            
                
                
                
                
                    
                        This is a preview of subscription content, access via your institution

                    

                    
                

                

                Access options

                


                
                    
                        
                            

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
    



                        

                        

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



                    
                

                
    
    Subscribe to this journal
Receive 24 print issues and online access
$259.00 per year
only $10.79 per issue

Learn more


Rent or buy this article
Prices vary by article type
from$1.95
to$39.95
Learn more


Prices may be subject to local taxes which are calculated during checkout



  

    
    
        
    Additional access options:

    	
            Log in
        
	
            Learn about institutional subscriptions
        
	
            Read our FAQs
        
	
            Contact customer support
        



    

                
                    
                


                
                    
                        
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Mitigating acute chemotherapy-associated adverse events in patients with cancer
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         11 October 2022
                                    

                                

                                Nicole M. Kuderer, Aakash Desai, â€¦ Gary H. Lyman

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Efficacy and safety of multiple doses of NEPA without dexamethasone in preventing nausea and vomiting induced by multiple-day and high-dose chemotherapy in patients with non-Hodgkinâ€™s lymphoma undergoing autologous hematopoietic stem cell transplantation: a phase IIa, multicenter study
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         28 April 2020
                                    

                                

                                Nicola Di Renzo, Maurizio Musso, â€¦ Giorgina Specchia

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Mitigating long-term and delayed adverse events associated with cancer treatment: implications for survivorship
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         25 May 2023
                                    

                                

                                Maryam B. Lustberg, Nicole M. Kuderer, â€¦ Gary H. Lyman

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                    
                
            

            
                
Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Department of Medical Oncology, Rotterdam Cancer Institute (Daniel den Hoed Kliniek) and University Hospital, The Netherlands
M de Boer-Dennert


Authors	M de Boer-DennertView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	R de WitView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	PIM SchmitzView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	J DjontonoView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	V v BeurdenView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	G StoterView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	J VerweijView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar







Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
de Boer-Dennert, M., de Wit, R., Schmitz, P. et al. Patient perceptions of the side-effects of chemotherapy: the influence of 5HT3 antagonists.
                    Br J Cancer 76, 1055â€“1061 (1997). https://doi.org/10.1038/bjc.1997.507
Download citation
	Issue Date: 01 October 1997

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/bjc.1997.507


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        








            


            
        
            
                This article is cited by

                
                    	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Epidemiology and source of infection in cancer patients with febrile neutropenia: an experience from a developing country
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Nagham Joudeh
	Elana Sawafta
	Saâ€™ed H. Zyoud


                                
                                BMC Infectious Diseases (2023)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Feasibility of three times weekly symptom screening in pediatric cancer patients
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Maryann Calligan
	Lauren Chakkalackal
	Lillian Sung


                                
                                BMC Cancer (2023)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Efficacy and safety of 5HT3RA, DEX, and NK1RA for the prevention of FOLFIRINOX-induced nausea and vomiting in patients with pancreatic cancer: a retrospective cohort study
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Shiori Hishida-Sadaka
	Hirotoshi Iihara
	Akio Suzuki


                                
                                Supportive Care in Cancer (2023)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Quantitative assessment of skin disorders induced by panitumumab: a prospective observational study
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Hiroaki Takahashi
	Yoko Saito
	Kenzo Kudo


                                
                                Cancer Chemotherapy and Pharmacology (2023)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Effect of risk factors for acneiform rash induced by anti-epidermal growth factor receptor antibody drugs on survival: a retrospective observational study
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Hiroaki Takahashi
	Yukiko Yaegashi
	Kenzo Kudo


                                
                                Journal of Pharmaceutical Health Care and Sciences (2022)

                            


                

            

        
    

            
        





    
        

        
            
                

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



            

            
                

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



            

        
    


    
        
    

    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Advertisement

                            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


                        

                    

                

            

            

            

        

    






    
        
            
                Explore content

                	
                                
                                    Research articles
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Reviews & Analysis
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    News & Comment
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Current issue
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Collections
                                
                            


                	
                            Follow us on Twitter
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Subscribe
                            
                        
	
                            Sign up for alerts
                            
                        
	
                            
                                RSS feed
                            
                        


            

        
    
    
        
            
                
                    About the journal

                    	
                                
                                    Journal Information
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Open access publishing
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    About the Editors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Contact
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Special Issues
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    For Advertisers
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Subscribe
                                
                            


                

            
        

        
            
                
                    Publish with us

                    	
                                
                                    For Authors & Referees
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Language editing services
                                
                            
	
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            


                

            
        
    



    
        Search

        
            Search articles by subject, keyword or author
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Show results from
                        All journals
This journal


                    

                    
                        Search
                    

                


            

        


        
            
                Advanced search
            
        


        Quick links

        	Explore articles by subject
	Find a job
	Guide to authors
	Editorial policies


    





        
    
        
            

            
                
                    British Journal of Cancer (Br J Cancer)
                
                
    
    
        ISSN 1532-1827 (online)
    
    


                
    
    
        ISSN 0007-0920 (print)
    
    

            

        

    




    
        
    nature.com sitemap

    
        
            
                About Nature Portfolio

                	About us
	Press releases
	Press office
	Contact us


            


            
                Discover content

                	Journals A-Z
	Articles by subject
	Protocol Exchange
	Nature Index


            


            
                Publishing policies

                	Nature portfolio policies
	Open access


            


            
                Author & Researcher services

                	Reprints & permissions
	Research data
	Language editing
	Scientific editing
	Nature Masterclasses
	Research Solutions


            


            
                Libraries & institutions

                	Librarian service & tools
	Librarian portal
	Open research
	Recommend to library


            


            
                Advertising & partnerships

                	Advertising
	Partnerships & Services
	Media kits
                    
	Branded
                        content


            


            
                Professional development

                	Nature Careers
	Nature 
                        Conferences


            


            
                Regional websites

                	Nature Africa
	Nature China
	Nature India
	Nature Italy
	Nature Japan
	Nature Korea
	Nature Middle East


            


        

    

    
        	Privacy
                Policy
	Use
                of cookies
	
                Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
                
            
	Legal
                notice
	Accessibility
                statement
	Terms & Conditions
	Your US state privacy rights


    





        
    
        [image: Springer Nature]
    
    © 2024 Springer Nature Limited




    

    
    
    











    [image: ]







[image: ]
