GUIDELINES FOR AUTHORS

These guidelines are designed to assist authors in smoothing the path to publication. By
following the advice given here, you will reduce or eliminate the chance of your manuscript

being returned. A full version of these guidelines is available on the BDJ website at
www.bdj.co.uk. For guidance on electronic submission email manuscripts@nature.com.

The BDJ accepts manuscripts either online
or via the mail. Please see the appropriate
section below. It is a condition of accept-
ance of manuscripts that they are the work
solely of the author or authors stated and
that they have not been previously pub-
lished elsewhere nor are under considera-
tion by any other periodical.

Manuscripts should be word processed
and double-spaced with a margin of at
least 4 cm on the left-hand side. The pages
should be numbered consecutively at the
top of each sheet. Page 1 of the manuscript
should give only the title of the article,
the authors’ names, qualifications and
address/es.

Electronic Submission Authors are en-
couraged to submit manuscripts online
at www.mts-bdj.nature.com. If you are
new to this system, click on ‘New authors
should register for an account’ first. For
guidance click on ‘Author Instructions’
or email manuscripts@nature.com.

Paper Submission Authors who are unable
to submit online should send their manu-
script on disk or as an email attachment
to Kate Maynard, Assistant Editor, BDJ
Editorial, NPG, 4-6 Crinan Street, London
N1 9XW; k.maynard @nature.com.

Acknowledgement of receipt is sent for all
articles, letters or comment, with a refer-
ence number for future correspondence.

Peer Review All papers undergo initial
screening for suitability for the BDJ by
the Editors. Suitable papers are then peer
reviewed by two or more referees. Addi-
tional specialist advice may be sought if
necessary, for example from a statisti-
cian, before a final decision is made by the
Editor-in-Chief.

Length of contributions Ideally contribu-
tions should be no more than 3000 words,
including tables and figures. Tables count
as 100-500 words depending on size and
figures represent the same.

Titles must be descriptive and concise.
Research articles must have a structured
abstract; Practice articles (including Case
Reports), Education, Opinion and General
articles should be introduced with a short
abstract.

Abstracts should be able to stand alone. Do
not insert references in the abstract and
use few abbreviations. Abstracts may be
up to 200 words in length, depending on
the paper’s complexity.

Data or Tables may be submitted in Excel
format or included at the end of the Word
document.

Illustrations If possible, please submit
these online following the guidelines
above, or send one hard copy of each illus-
tration if submitting via mail. Please do
not send originals at this point as the BDJ
cannot guarantee safe return. Following
the peer review process, if your paper is
accepted for publication we may require
the original photographs/slides to be sub-
mitted for professional scanning. Please
note: the text and tables should be sent in
Word, figures/images should be in TIFF,
JPEG or EPS format in either grayscale
or colour. Please ensure that photographs
are not embedded in Word or PowerPoint
but are individual files at a high resolu-
tion of 300 pixels per inch. NB: If a person
is recognisable from a photograph, written
consent of the patient to publication must
be obtained by the author and a copy sent
to the BDJ.

Units used in manuscripts must conform to
the Systéme Internationale d’Unités (SI).

References must be in the Vancouver
style. They should be numbered in the
order in which they appear in the text,
and these numbers should be inserted as
superscripts each time the author is cited
(Smith3-> reported similar findings). Other
references to the paper should be given
in the same way after punctuation (Other
studies have shown this to be true.*®
Jones et al.® demonstrated...) At the end
of the article the full list of references
should give the names and initials of all
authors unless there are more than six,
in which case only the first three should
be given followed by ef al. The authors’
names are followed by the title of the
article; the title of the journal abbre-
viated according to the style of Index
Medicus and Index to Dental Litera-
ture; the year of publication; the volume
number; and the first and last page num-
bers in full. Titles of books should be
followed by the place of publication, the
publisher, and the year.

Examples of reference styles

Reference to an article

1. Field J V, Balfour-Paul A, Wright D W.
Perimandibular space infections.
Br Dent J 1981; 150: 255-258.

Reference to a book

4.Hargreaves | A, Craig J W. The manage-
ment of traumatised anterior teeth of
children. 2nd ed. Edinburgh: Churchill
Livingstone, 1981.

Reference to a book chapter

7. Harding S R, Fryer J I. Recurrent oral
ulceration in Greenland natives. In Cas-
selli G (ed) Coeliac diseases. 3rd ed. pp
307-324. London: Stoma Press, 1982.

Reference to a report

2. Committee on Mercury Hazards in
Dentistry. Code of practice for dental
mercury hygiene. London: Department
of Health and Social Security, 1979,
publication no. DHSS 79-F3 72.

The author is responsible for the accuracy of
the reference list at the end of the article.

Ethics Articles involving clinical research
should conform to the guidelines issued in
the Declaration of Helsinki where applica-
ble, and in general should have ethical com-
mittee approval. For further review of the
subject see Br Med J 1991; 302: 338-341.

Acknowledgements should be grouped in a
paragraph at the end of the text and before
the references. Permission and approval
of the wording must be obtained from the
person thanked. Where the research project
was supported by industry, this should be
acknowledged in the covering letter to the
Editor on submission of the manuscript.

Copyright It is assumed that authors
assign copyright of their articles to the
British Dental Journal upon acceptance.
Single copies of papers can be made for
personal use free of charge. Multiple cop-
ies can be made only after permission has
been granted by Nature Publishing Group
Permissions Department, Houndmills,
Basingstoke, Hants RG21 6X5 (tel. 01256
302825 fax. 01256 810526).

The Editor-in-Chief reserves the right to
edit manuscripts for clarity of expression
and to conform to acceptable style and the
limits of space available. Proofs are sup-
plied for the correction of misprints only —
material should only be added or removed
at this stage in exceptional circumstances.
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