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Chlorpyrifos inhibits neural 
induction via Mfn1-mediated 
mitochondrial dysfunction in 
human induced pluripotent  
stem cells
Shigeru Yamada1,2, Yusuke Kubo1, Daiju Yamazaki1, Yuko Sekino1 & Yasunari Kanda1

Organophosphates, such as chlorpyrifos (CPF), are widely used as insecticides in agriculture. CPF 
is known to induce cytotoxicity, including neurodevelopmental toxicity. However, the molecular 
mechanisms of CPF toxicity at early fetal stage have not been fully elucidated. In this study, we 
examined the mechanisms of CPF-induced cytotoxicity using human induced pluripotent stem cells 
(iPSCs). We found that exposure to CPF at micromolar levels decreased intracellular ATP levels. As 
CPF suppressed energy production that is a critical function of the mitochondria, we focused on the 
effects of CPF on mitochondrial dynamics. CPF induced mitochondrial fragmentation via reduction 
of mitochondrial fusion protein mitofusin 1 (Mfn1) in iPSCs. In addition, CPF reduced the expression 
of several neural differentiation marker genes in iPSCs. Moreover, knockdown of Mfn1 gene in iPSCs 
downregulated the expression of PAX6, a key transcription factor that regulates neurogenesis, 
suggesting that Mfn1 mediates neural induction in iPSCs. Taken together, these results suggest 
that CPF induces neurotoxicity via Mfn1-mediated mitochondrial fragmentation in iPSCs. Thus, 
mitochondrial dysfunction in iPSCs could be used as a possible marker for cytotoxic effects by 
chemicals.

Growing evidence suggests the involvement of environmental chemicals in neurodevelopmental toxicity, lead-
ing to neurobehavioral outcomes such as learning disabilities, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, cognitive 
impairment, and autism1,2. As the fetal brain is inherently more susceptible to chemical-induced toxicity com-
pared to the adult brain, exposure to neurotoxic chemicals during early prenatal period can cause delayed neural 
disorders at lower doses than in adults3,4.

Organophosphates, such as chlorpyrifos (CPF), are well known to affect brain structure and neurodevel-
opmental outcome, resulting in delayed neural disorders5,6. In regard to this, previous studies using magnetic 
resonance imaging have shown that prenatal exposure to CPF caused abnormalities in the structure, size, and 
thickness of cerebral cortex, where was responsible for several higher-order brain functions such as attention, 
cognition, and emotion7. Several reports indicate that CPF causes neurotoxicity in the developing brain of ani-
mals. In the developing brain of neonatal rats, CPF exposure impairs neurite outgrowth by inhibiting choline 
acetyltransferase activity8. Maternal exposure to CPF suppresses neurogenesis in the hippocampal dentate gyrus 
of rat offspring9. In addition to in vivo effects, there has been reported the cytotoxic effects of micromolar CPF 
levels in vitro. For example, CPF inhibited mitochondrial oxidative phosphorylation10 and induced apoptosis 
in human neuroblastoma SH-SY5Y cells11 or human neural precursor cells12. As micromolar CPF levels were 
detected in the blood of human newborns living in an agricultural community13, the observations made using 
micromolar levels of CPF in vitro could potentially reflect the biological reactions in a living body. However, the 
effect of CPF on neurodevelopment has not been precisely elucidated.
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Morphological changes of mitochondria are known to contribute to homeostasis14,15. Under normal cir-
cumstances, mitochondria fuses together and forms excessive tubular networks (mitochondrial fusion). These 
fusion is regulated by fusion factors mitofusin 1 and 2 (Mfn1, Mfn2) and optic atrophy 1 (Opa1)16,17. In contrast, 
under stress conditions, mitochondrial networks convert into large numbers of small fragments with spherical 
and punctate morphology (mitochondrial fission), and are regulated by fission factors, such as fission protein 1 
(Fis1) and dynamin-related protein 1 (Drp1)18,19. This morphological dynamics contributes to the maintenance 
of mitochondrial functions, including energy generation14. Moreover, several studies have shown the relationship 
between mitochondrial fragmentation and cellular and neurodevelopmental defects. For example, Mfn1 or Mfn2 
knockout mice die in midgestation embryo, accompanying with developmental delay. In addition, embryonic 
fibroblasts from these knockout mice display distinct types of fragmented mitochondria, a phenotype due to a 
severe reduction in mitochondrial fusion20. Thus, Mfn1 is considered to be functionally different from Mfn2. 
In support to this, Mfn1, not Mfn2, is reported to contribute to Opa1-mediated fusion of mitochondrial inner 
membrane16.

In the present study, we investigated the effect of CPF on neural differentiation using human induced pluripo-
tent stem cells (iPSCs) as a model of human organ development. We focused on the effects of micromolar levels 
of CPF on mitochondrial dynamics, examining the molecular mechanisms of the process. Our results show that 
micromolar CPF levels inhibited ATP production through Mfn1 reduction, followed by mitochondrial fragmen-
tation. Moreover, Mfn1-mediated mitochondrial dysfunction suppressed early neural induction by decreasing 
levels of PAX6, a key transcription factor that regulates neurogenesis. These data suggest that CPF-induced neu-
rodevelopmental toxicity is based on impairment of mitochondrial functions in human iPSCs.

Results
Effect of CPF on neural differentiation of iPSCs. To investigate whether CPF affects early neurodevel-
opment, we examined neural differentiation capability of iPSCs, which was induced by dual SMAD inhibition 
protocol21 (Fig. 1A). First, we determined the critical CPF concentration, affecting neural differentiation. At day 
4 after neural induction with different concentrations of CPF, the expression of PAX6, an early neuroectodermal 
marker that regulates neurogenesis22, was analyzed using real-time PCR. We found that exposure to 30 μ M CPF 
significantly decreased PAX6 gene expression (Fig. 1B). Next, we performed time course experiments for expres-
sion of several neural differentiation markers at days 2, 4, 6, and 8 after exposure to 30 μ M CPF. At day 9, almost 
all cells exposed by CPF (30 μ M) were detached from the culture dish. Real-time PCR analysis revealed upreg-
ulated expression of PAX6 by day 4, and FOXG1, a neuroectodermal marker that also regulates neurogenesis23, 
thereafter (Fig. 1C and D). Representative neural maturation marker NCAM124 continuously increased, confirm-
ing that further neural differentiation occurred (Fig. 1E). In addition, CPF exposure reduced the expression of 
these neural induction markers by day 6 (Fig. 1C–E). These data suggest that CPF has an inhibitory effect on early 
neural differentiation of iPSCs.

Mitochondrial function of iPSCs exposed to CPF. As neural differentiation process requires ATP 
as a source of energy25, we examined intracellular ATP content in iPSCs. Treatment with 30 μ M CPF signifi-
cantly reduced the ATP content of the cells (Fig. 2A). We have previously shown that 0.1 μ M carbonyl cyanide 
m-chlorophenyl hydrazone (CCCP), which functions as a mitochondrial uncoupler26, decreased ATP levels in 
iPSCs. Because CPF inhibited ATP production, we focused on several mitochondrial functions. Mitochondrial 
membrane potential (MMP) was decreased by exposure to 30 μ M CPF for 24 h (Fig. 2B and C). As a positive 
control, exposure to 0.1 μ M CCCP reduced MMP (Figure S1). In addition, CPF exposure increased the number 
of cells with fragmented mitochondria displaying punctate morphology (Fig. 2D) and decreased the number 
of cells exhibiting mitochondrial fusion (Fig. 2E). We have already confirmed that 0.1 μ M CCCP also increased 
the occurrence of fragmented mitochondria. These results suggest that CPF induces mitochondrial dysfunction, 
including MMP depolarization and mitochondrial fragmentation, in iPSCs.

Expression of mitochondrial fission and fusion factors in iPSCs exposed to CPF. To examine the 
molecular mechanisms by which CPF induces mitochondrial fragmentation in iPSCs, we assessed the expression 
levels of mitochondrial fission (Fis1 and Drp1) and fusion genes (Mfn1, Mfn2, and OPA1). Real-time PCR analy-
sis showed that the gene expression of the factors was not altered after CPF exposure (Fig. 3A). Interestingly, west-
ern blot analysis revealed that CPF significantly decreased Mfn1 protein levels. In contrast, protein expression 
levels of other factors, including Mfn2, were not changed (Fig. 3B and C). These data suggest that CPF-induced 
mitochondrial fragmentation is caused by reduction of Mfn1 protein levels.

Effects of CPF in iPSC-derived neural progenitor cells. To investigate whether the effects of CPF selec-
tively occur in the early stage of neural differentiation in iPSCs, we used iPSC-derived neural progenitor cells 
(NPCs), which were induced by dual SMAD inhibition protocol21 (Figure S1A). Treatment with 30 μ M CPF had 
little effect on ATP content (Figure S1B). Similarly, exposure to 30 μ M CPF had little effect on mitochondrial 
morphology (Figure S1C and D), which was confirmed by the fact that CPF did not alter the protein levels of 
mitochondrial fission and fusion factors containing Mfn1 (Figure S1E). These data suggest that iPSCs, not NPCs, 
are sensitive to CPF exposure.

Effect of Mfn1 knockdown on neural induction of iPSCs. To further investigate the involvement of 
Mfn1 in the effects of CPF on neural induction, we performed knockdown (KD) of Mfn1, using lentivirus-delivered 
shRNAs. Real-time PCR analysis showed that KD was selective for Mfn1, not Mfn2, and that the efficiency 
was approximately 70% (Fig. 4A). The KD effects were also confirmed by protein levels (Fig. 4B and C).  
The Mfn1 KD cells were used to perform neural induction. Real-time PCR analysis revealed that Mfn1 KD 
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decreased the expression of PAX6 (day 4), FOXG1 (day 6) and NCAM1 (day 6) (Fig. 4D). These data suggest that 
Mfn1 is involved in CPF-mediated negative effects on neural induction of iPSCs.

Negative regulation of neural induction by CPF exposure. A previous report indicates that ERK 
signaling inhibits neural induction via PAX6 silencing in human embryonic stem cells27. ERK has been reported 
to be activated after depletion of Mfn128. We focused on ERK signaling in the effect of CPF on neural induction. 

Figure 1. Time course studies of neural induction in iPSCs exposed to CPF. (A) Schematic time course of 
induction from iPSCs to NPCs by dual SMAD inhibition. Neural induction was initiated after exposure to CPF 
for 24 h. The cells were continuously exposed to CPF throughout neural differentiation. (B) At day 4 after neural 
induction with CPF (0–30 μ M), expression of the neural differentiation marker PAX6 was examined using real-
time PCR analysis. (C–E) At days 2, 4, 6, and 8 after neural induction with CPF (30 μ M), expression of neural 
differentiation markers, PAX6, FOXG1, and NCAM1 was examined using real-time PCR analysis. Data are 
represented as means ±  SD (n =  3). *P <  0.05.
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We found that CPF exposure significantly increased basal ERK phosphorylation levels, which were abolished 
by treatment with the ERK inhibitor U0126 (Fig. 5A and B). To further study whether PAX6 downregulation 
in CPF-exposed cells occurred through ERK signaling, we examined the effect of U0126 on PAX6 expression. 
Incubation with U0126 recovered the expression levels of PAX6 (Fig. 5C). These data suggest that CPF activates 
ERK and prevents neural induction via PAX6 downregulation.

Effect of Mfn1 knockdown on neural induction. To confirm the involvement of Mfn1 in the inhibition 
of neural induction by CPF, we used Mfn1 KD cells. Mfn1 KD significantly increased basal ERK phosphoryl-
ation levels that were abolished by treatment with the ERK inhibitor U0126 (Fig. 6A and B). To further study 

Figure 2. Mitochondrial function of iPSCs exposed to CPF. (A) Cells were exposed to CPF (30 μ M) for 
24 h. Intracellular ATP content was determined in the lysed cells (n =  3). (B) Cells were exposed to CPF 
for 24 h and stained with JC-10 for 20 min. MMP of JC-10 labeled cells was analyzed by flow cytometry. 
The histogram represents the ratio of JC-aggregate (F-590) to JC-monomer (F-535) fluorescence (n =  3). 
(C) Cells were exposed to CPF for 72 h and stained with MitoTracker Red CMXRos and Hoechst33342. 
Mitochondrial morphology was observed by confocal laser microscopy. Bar =  5 μ m. (D) The number of cells 
with mitochondrial fusion (< 10% punctiform) was determined in each image (n =  5). Data are represented as 
means ±  SD. *P <  0.05.
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whether PAX6 downregulation in Mfn1 KD cells occurred through ERK signaling, we examined the effect of 
U0126 on PAX6 expression. Mfn1 KD decreased PAX6 by 64% by in the vehicle-treated cells. In contrast, Mfn1 
KD decreased PAX6 by 30% in the U0126-treated cells. Thus, incubation with U0126 partially recovered the 
PAX6 expression in the Mfn1 KD cells (Fig. 6C). Taken together, these data suggest that Mfn1 reduction by CPF 
exposure activates ERK and prevents neural induction via PAX6 downregulation.

Discussion
In the present study, we demonstrated that exposure to micromolar CPF targeted mitochondrial quality control 
in human iPSCs. We showed that CPF induced Mfn1 reduction, thereby promoting mitochondrial fragmenta-
tion. These negative effects of CPF on mitochondrial quality control could suppress ATP production and neural 

Figure 3. Expression of mitochondrial fission and fusion factors of iPSCs exposed to CPF. (A) After 
exposure to CPF (30 μ M) for 24 h, expression of mitochondrial genes was analyzed by real-time PCR. (B) After 
exposure to CPF for 24 h, expression of mitochondrial proteins was analyzed by western blotting using anti-
Drp1, anti-Fis1, anti-Mfn1, anti-Mfn2, anti-Opa1, or anti-β -actin antibodies. (C) Relative densities of bands 
were quantified with ImageJ software. Relative changes in expression were determined by normalization to  
β -actin. Data are represented as means ±  SD (n =  3). *P <  0.05.
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differentiation. Based on the data observed in our study, Fig. 7 shows a proposed mechanism of CPF cytotoxicity 
via mitochondrial dysfunction.

Our studies showed that treatment with micromolar CPF levels caused mitochondrial dysfunction of human 
iPSCs (Fig. 2). We observed that iPSCs were sensitive to CPF exposure, unlike iPSC-derived NPCs (Figure S1). 
Previous reports support this difference in CPF sensitivity. The inhibitory effect of CPF on DNA synthesis in 
undifferentiated C6 glioma cells is found to be much higher than in differentiated cells29. In vivo studies indicate 
that immature organisms are more susceptible to CPF-induced toxicity compared to adults due to lower levels of 
CPF metabolizing enzymes30. Thus, the difference in CPF sensitivity between iPSCs and NPCs may be dependent 
on the maturation of CPF detoxification pathways. We are currently conducting experiments to determine the 
mechanism causing the differences in sensitivity to CPF.

We showed that CPF induced mitochondrial fragmentation via Mfn1 reduction (Figs 2 and 3). Consistent 
with this, our previous knockdown studies indicated that Mfn1 reduction was sufficient to promote mitochon-
drial dysfunction31. CPF-induced Mfn1 reduction might mediate mitochondrial fragmentation, decrease ATP 
levels, and inhibit iPSC growth. Although Mfn2 is also involved in mitochondrial fission and energy supply  
processes32,33, our results indicated that CPF specifically targeted Mfn1, not Mfn2. Regarding this apparent CPF 
specificity, E3 ubiquitin ligase membrane-associated RING-CH 5 (MARCH5) has been reported to selectively 
bind to Mfn1 dependent on its acetylation, and degrade among all mitochondrial proteins, including Mfn234. 
In addition, we have reported that organotin compounds induced Mfn1 degradation through MARCH5, 

Figure 4. Effect of Mfn1 knockdown on neural induction of iPSCs. Cells were infected with lentiviruses 
containing a vector encoding a shRNA directed against Mfn1 or a scrambled sequence shRNA (control) for 24 h. 
The infected cells were subjected to selection with puromycin (1 μ g/ml) for 24 h and cultured for an additional 
72 h prior to functional analyses. (A) The expression of Mfn1 and Mfn2 genes was analyzed by real-time PCR. 
(B) The expression of Mfn1 and Mfn2 proteins was analyzed by western blotting using anti-Mfn1, anti-Mfn2, or 
anti-β -actin antibodies. (C) Relative densities of bands were quantified with ImageJ software. Relative changes 
in expression were determined by normalization to β -actin. (D) Expression of neural differentiation markers 
PAX6 (day 4), FOXG1 (day 6), and NCAM1 (day 6) was examined with real-time PCR. Data are represented as 
means ±  SD (n =  3). *P <  0.05.
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thereby promoting mitochondrial fragmentation in iPSCs31. Thus, CPF may specifically target Mfn1 protein via 
MARCH5 in iPSCs without affecting mRNA levels. Furthermore, the difference in CPF sensitivity between iPSCs 
and NPCs may be dependent on Mfn1 and MARCH5 expression levels or MARCH5 activity. Further studies 
should determine whether CPF reduces Mfn1 via MARCH5-mediated degradation in iPSCs.

We demonstrated that ERK phosphorylation mediated the negative effects of CPF on early neural differentia-
tion (Figs 1, 4 and 5). A previous report indicates that Mfn1 directly binds Ras and Raf, resulting in the inhibition 
of Ras-Raf-ERK signaling by the biochemical analysis35,36. Mfn1 reduction by CPF or shRNA may reverse this 
ERK signaling inhibition. Mobilization of Ca2+ from intracellular stores, including mitochondria was reported to 
result in phosphorylation of MAPKs, as the process was suppressed by chelation of intracellular Ca2+ in human T 
lymphoblastoid cells37. As mitochondria are known to uptake into the matrix of any Ca2+ that has accumulated in 
the cytosol, dependent on MMP38, mitochondrial dysfunction by CPF exposure may cause an overload of Ca2+, 
resulting in ERK activation. Moreover, ERK signaling was reported to inhibit neural induction by PAX6 silenc-
ing via upregulation of stemness factors NANOG/OCT4 and downregulation of homeobox transcription factor 
OTX227. NANOG and OCT4 act as repressors of PAX6 induction, whereas OTX2 is a positive inducer of PAX627. 
Therefore, ERK signaling evoked by CPF could affect the expression of these transcriptional network, including 
NANOG, OCT4 and OTX2, by regulating PAX6. In future studies, we should further investigate the mechanisms 
of CPF-induced negative regulation of neural induction via ERK.

Figure 5. Negative regulation of neural induction by CPF exposure. (A) Cells were exposed to CPF (30 μ M) 
or CPF +  U0126 (5 μ M) for 24 h. ERK phosphorylation was analyzed by western blotting using anti-phospho-
ERK antibodies. (B) Relative densities of bands were quantified with ImageJ software. Relative changes in 
expression were determined by normalization to total ERK protein level. (C) At day 4 after neural induction 
with CPF or CPF +  U0126, the expression of PAX6 gene was analyzed by real-time PCR. Data are represented 
as means ±  SD (n =  3). *P <  0.05.
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We further demonstrated that Mfn1 reduction mediated cytotoxic effects of CPF on iPSCs via PAX6 down-
regulation (Figs 5 and 6). FOXG1 was downregulated, along with PAX6, during neural differentiation of iPSCs 
exposed to CPF. PAX6 and FOXG1 act as transcriptional regulators during forebrain development in verte-
brates39,40. Targeted disruption of PAX6 and FOXG1 in rodents led to the loss of anterior neural tissues, suggesting 
the central role of these genes in forebrain development41,42. CPF causes various defects in the development of 
hippocampus and cortex of rodents43. Thus, CPF-induced defects of forebrain architecture may be caused by 
transcriptional silencing of anterior neural markers during early neurogenesis. As NCAM1 was downregulated 
during neural differentiation of iPSCs exposed to CPF, further studies using NPCs are required to reveal how CPF 
affects neural maturation processes.

In summary, our results demonstrate a novel mechanism underlying cytotoxicity, including neurodevelop-
mental toxicity of CPF in iPSCs. Recently, significant progress has been made in the induction of differentiation of 
pluripotent stem cells into a variety of cell types44. Further studies are needed to evaluate the developmental effects 
of CPF on various types of iPSC-derived cells. Moreover, we show that CPF toxicity is caused by Mfn1-mediated 
mitochondrial dysfunction, which is involved in the cytotoxicity of organotin compounds31. Thus, mitochondrial 
functions influenced by Mfn1 might be a good starting point for investigating toxic mechanisms induced by 
exposure to other chemicals.

Figure 6. Negative regulation of neural induction by Mfn1 knockdown. The cells were infected with 
lentiviruses containing a vector encoding a shRNA directed against Mfn1 or a scrambled sequence shRNA 
(control) for 24 h. The infected cells were subjected to selection with 1 μ g/ml puromycin for 24 h and 
cultured for an additional 72 h prior to functional analyses. (A) After incubation with U0126 for 24 h, ERK 
phosphorylation was analyzed by western blotting using anti-phospho-ERK antibodies. (B) Relative densities of 
bands were quantified with ImageJ software. Relative changes in expression were determined by normalization 
to total ERK protein level. (C) At day 4 after neural induction with U0126, the expression of PAX6 gene was 
analyzed by real-time PCR. Data are represented as means ±  SD (n =  3). *P <  0.05.
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Methods
Chemicals. Chlorpyrifos (CPF), Y-27632, SB431542, and LDN193189 were obtained from Wako (Tokyo, 
Japan). Penicillin-streptomycin mixture (PS) was obtained from Thermo Fisher Scientific (Waltham, MA, USA). 
U0126 was obtained from Enzo Life Sciences (Farmingdale, NY, USA). Poly-L-ornithine, 2-mercaptoethanol 
(2-ME), and carbonylcyanide m-chlorophenylhydrazone (CCCP) were obtained from Sigma-Aldrich (St. Louis, 
MO, USA). All other reagents were of analytical grade and obtained from commercial sources.

Cell culture. Human iPSC line 253G1 (Riken BRC Cell Bank, Tsukuba, Ibaraki, Japan) was established 
through retroviral transduction of OCT4, SOX2, and KLF4 into adult human dermal fibroblasts45. The cells 
were cultured under feeder-free conditions using human embryonic stem cell (ESC)-qualified Matrigel (BD 
Biosciences, San Jose, CA, USA) and TeSR-E8 medium (Stemcell Technologies, Vancouver, BC, Canada) at 
37 °C in an atmosphere containing 5% CO2. For passage, iPSC colonies were dissociated into single cells using 
Accumax (Innovative Cell Technologies, San Diego, CA, USA) and cultured in TeSR-E8 medium supplemented 
with Y-27632 (ROCK inhibitor, 10 μ M). The NPCs derived from iPSCs were cultured on poly-L-ornithine and 
Laminin (Thermo Fisher Scientific) coated dishes at 37 °C in an atmosphere containing 5% CO2. The culture 

Figure 7. Proposed mechanism of CPF cytotoxicity in human iPSCs. CPF exposure causes Mfn1 reduction, 
which induces mitochondrial dysfunction, including mitochondrial fragmentation and decreased ATP levels. 
Mitochondrial dysfunction in turn evokes ERK phosphorylation, leading to the suppression of PAX6, which is 
an early marker of neurogenesis.
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medium was Neural maintenance medium [NMM; a 1∶ 1 mixture of DMEM/F12 (Thermo Fisher Scientific) and 
Neurobasal (Thermo Fisher Scientific) containing N2 (Thermo Fisher Scientific), B27 (Thermo Fisher Scientific), 
GlutaMAX (Thermo Fisher Scientific), non-essential amino acids (NEAA; Thermo Fisher Scientific), 2-ME, PS]. 
For passage, NPCs were dissociated into single cells using Accumax and cultured in NMM supplemented with 
EGF (20 ng/ml), FGF2 (20 ng/ml) and Y-27632.

Neural differentiation procedure. For the induction of neuronal lineages, dual SMAD inhibition protocol 
was used as previously described21 with modifications. Briefly, iPSC colonies were dissociated into single cells 
with Accumax. The cells were seeded at a density of 7 ×  104 cells/cm2 in TeSR-E8 medium on Matrigel-coated 
plates in order to reach nearly confluent within two days after seeding. The initial differentiation medium 
was knockout serum replacement (KSR) medium [Knockout DMEM (Thermo Fisher Scientific) containing 
KSR (Thermo Fisher Scientific), L-glutamine, NEAA, 2-ME, PS] with SB431542 (TGFβ  inhibitor, 10 μ M) and 
LDN193189 (BMP inhibitor, 1 μ g/ml). After 4 days, N2 medium [Neurobasal containing N2, B27, GlutaMAX, 
PS] was added to the KSR medium with LDN193189 every two days.

Measurement of intracellular ATP levels. Intracellular ATP content was measured using an ATP 
Determination Kit (Thermo Fisher Scientific), according to the manufacturer’s protocol. Briefly, the cells were 
washed and lysed with 0.1% Triton X-100/PBS. The resulting cell lysates were added to a reaction mixture con-
taining 0.5 mM D-luciferin, 1 mM DTT, and 1.25 μ g/mL luciferase and incubated for 30 min at room temperature. 
Luminescence was measured using a Fluoroskan Ascent FL microplate reader (Thermo Fisher Scientific). The 
luminescence intensities were normalized to the total protein content.

Measurement of MMP. A Cell Meter JC-10 Mitochondrial Membrane Potential Assay Kit (AAT Bioquest, 
Sunnyvale, CA, USA) was used to detect MMP. Briefly, the cells were suspended in staining buffer containing 
JC-10 and incubated for 20 min at room temperature. After the cells were treated with CPF, a FACS Aria II cell 
sorter (BD Biosciences) was used to measure the fluorescence intensity ratio, JC-aggregate (F-590)/JC-monomer 
(F-535).

Assessment of mitochondrial fusion. After treatment with CPF (30 μ M, 72 h), the cells were fixed with 
4% paraformaldehyde and stained with 50 nM MitoTracker Red CMXRos (Cell Signaling Technology, Danvers, 
MA, USA) and 5 μ g/mL Hoechst 33342 (Sigma-Aldrich). Changes in mitochondrial morphology were observed 
using a confocal laser microscope (Nikon A1). Images (n =  5) of random fields were taken, and the number of 
cells displaying mitochondrial fusion (< 10% punctiform) was determined in each image, as previously reported46.

Real-time polymerase chain reaction (PCR). Total RNA was isolated from iPSCs using TRIzol reagent 
(Thermo Fisher Scientific), and quantitative real-time reverse transcription (RT)-PCR was performed using a 
QuantiTect SYBR Green RT-PCR Kit (Qiagen, Valencia, CA, USA) on an ABI PRISM 7900HT sequence detec-
tion system (Applied Biosystems, Foster City, CA, USA) as previously reported47. Relative changes in transcript 
levels were normalized to the mRNA levels of glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate dehydrogenase (GAPDH). The fol-
lowing primer sequences were used for real-time PCR analysis: Fis1, forward, 5′-TACGTCCGCGGGTTGCT-3′ 
and reverse, 5′-CCAGTTCCTTGGCCTGGTT-3′; Drp1, forward, 5′-TGGGCGCCGACATCA-3′ and reverse, 
5′-GCTCTGCGTTCCCACTACGA-3′; Mfn1, forward, 5′-GGCATCTGTGGCCGAGTT-3′ and reverse, 
5′-ATTATGCTAAGTCTCCGCTCCAA-3′; Mfn2, forward, 5′-GCTCGGAGGCACATGAAAGT-3′ and reverse,  
5′-ATCACGGTGCTCTTCCCATT-3′; Opa1, forward, 5′-GTGCTGCCCGCCTAGAAA-3′ and reverse, 
5′-TGACAGGCACCCGTACTCAGT-3′; PAX6, forward, 5′-ATGTGTGAGTAAAATTCTGGGCA-3′ and reverse,  
5′-GCTTACAACTTCTGGAGTCGCTA-3′; FOXG1, forward, 5′ -GCCACAATCTGTCCCTCAACA-3′ and 
reverse, 5′-GACGGGTCCAGCATCCAGTA-3′; NCAM1, forward, 5′-GGCATTTACAAGTGTGTGGTTAC-3′ and  
reverse, 5′-TTGGCGCATTCTTGAACATGA-3′; GAPDH, forward, 5′-GTCTCCTCTGACTTCAACAGCG-3′ and  
reverse, 5′-ACCACCCTGTTGCTGTAGCCAA-3′.

Western blot analysis. Western blot analysis was performed as previously reported48. Briefly, the cells were 
lysed with Cell Lysis Buffer (Cell Signaling Technology). The proteins were then separated by sodium dode-
cyl sulfate-polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis (SDS-PAGE) and electrophoretically transferred to Immobilon-P 
membranes (Millipore, Billerica, MA, USA). The membranes were probed with anti-Drp1 monoclonal antibodies 
(1:1000; Cell Signaling Technology), anti-Fis1 polyclonal antibodies (1:200; Santa Cruz Biotechnology, Santa 
Cruz, CA, USA), anti-Mfn1 polyclonal antibodies (1:1000; Cell Signaling Technology), anti-Mfn2 monoclonal 
antibodies (1:1000; Cell Signaling Technology), anti-Opa1 monoclonal antibodies (1:1000; BD Biosciences), 
anti-ERK1/2 polyclonal antibodies (1:1000; Cell Signaling Technology), anti-phospho ERK1/2 (Thr202/
Tyr204) monoclonal antibodies (1:2000; BD Biosciences), and anti-β -actin monoclonal antibodies (1:5000; 
Sigma-Aldrich). The membranes were then incubated with secondary antibodies against rabbit or mouse IgG 
conjugated to horseradish peroxidase (Cell Signaling Technology). The bands were visualized using an ECL 
Western Blotting Analysis System (GE Healthcare, Buckinghamshire, UK). Images were acquired using an LAS-
3000 Imager (FUJIFILM, Tokyo, Japan).

Gene knockdown by shRNA. Knockdown experiments were performed using Mfn1 shRNA lentiviruses 
from Sigma-Aldrich (MISSION shRNA), as previously reported49. A scrambled hairpin sequence was used as a 
negative control. Briefly, the cells were infected with the viruses at a multiplicity of infection of 1 in the presence 
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of 8 μ g/mL hexadimethrine bromide (Sigma-Aldrich) for 24 h. After medium exchange, the cells were subjected 
to selection with 1 μ g/mL puromycin for 24 h and cultured for an additional 72 h prior to functional analyses.

Statistical analysis. All data are presented as means ±  standard deviation (SD). Analysis of variance 
(ANOVA) followed by post-hoc Bonferroni test was used to analyze data in Figs 1, 3C, 4, 5, and 6. Student’s t test 
was used to analyze data in Figs 2, 3A, S1, and S2. P-values <  0.05 were considered statistically significant.

References
1. Landrigan, P. J., Lambertini, L. & Birnbaum, L. S. A research strategy to discover the environmental causes of autism and 

neurodevelopmental disabilities. Environ. Health Perspect. 120, a258–a260 (2012).
2. Ross, E. J., Graham, D. L., Money, K. M. & Stanwood, G. D. Developmental consequences of fetal exposure to drugs: what we know 

and what we still must learn. Neuropsychopharmacology 40, 61–87 (2015).
3. Rodier, P. M. Developing brain as a target of toxicity. Environ. Health Perspect. 103, 73–76 (1995).
4. Rice, D. & Barone, S. Jr. Critical periods of vulnerability for the developing nervous system: evidence from humans and animal 

models. Environ. Health Perspect.108, 511–533 (2000).
5. Brown, M. A. & Brix, K. A. Review of health consequences from high-, intermediate- and low-level exposure to organophosphorus 

nerve agents. J. Appl. Toxicol. 18, 393–408 (1998).
6. Ray, D. E. & Richards, P. G. The potential for toxic effects of chronic, low-dose exposure to organophosphates. Toxicol. Lett. 120, 

343–351 (2001).
7. Rauh, V. A. et al. Brain anomalies in children exposed prenatally to a common organophosphate pesticide. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 

109, 7871–7876 (2012).
8. Slotkin, T. A., Levin, E. D. & Seidler, F. J. Comparative developmental neurotoxicity of organophosphate insecticides: effects on brain 

development are separable from systemic toxicity. Environ. Health Perspect. 114, 746–751 (2006).
9. Ohishi, T. et al. Reversible effect of maternal exposure to chlorpyrifos on the intermediate granule cell progenitors in the 

hippocampal dentate gyrus of rat offspring. Reprod. Toxicol. 35, 125–136 (2013).
10. Salama, M., El-Morsy, D., El-Gamal, M., Shabka, O. & Mohamed, W. M. Mitochondrial complex I inhibition as a possible 

mechanism of chlorpyrifos induced neurotoxicity. Ann. Neurosci. 21, 85–89 (2014).
11. Lee, J. E., Park, J. H., Jang, S. J. & Koh, H. C. Rosiglitazone inhibits chlorpyrifos-induced apoptosis via modulation of the oxidative 

stress and inflammatory response in SH-SY5Y cells. Toxicol. Appl. Pharmacol. 278, 159–171 (2014).
12. Lee, J. E., Lim, M. S., Park, J. H., Park, C. H. & Koh, H. C. Nuclear NF-κ B contributes to chlorpyrifos-induced apoptosis through p53 

signaling in human neural precursor cells. Neurotoxicology 42, 58–70 (2014).
13. Huen, K. et al. Organophosphate pesticide levels in blood and urine of women and newborns living in an agricultural community. 

Environ. Res. 117, 8–16 (2012).
14. Youle, R. J. & van der Bliek, A. M. Mitochondrial fission, fusion, and stress. Science 337, 1062–1065 (2012).
15. van der Bliek, A. M., Shen, Q. & Kawajiri, S. Mechanisms of mitochondrial fission and fusion. Cold Spring Harb. Perspect. Biol. 5, pii: 

a011072 (2013).
16. Cipolat, S., De Brito, O. M., B. Dal Zilio, B. & Scorrano, L. OPA1 requires mitofusin 1 to promote mitochondrial fusion. Proc. Natl. 

Acad. Sci. USA 101, 15927–15932 (2004).
17. Koshiba, T. et al. Structural basis of mitochondrial tethering by mitofusin complexes. Science 305, 858–862 (2004).
18. Smirnova, E., Griparic, L., Shurland, D.-L. & van der Bliek, A. M. Dynamin-related protein Drp1 is required for mitochondrial 

division in mammalian cells. Mol. Biol. Cell 12, 2245–2256 (2001).
19. Yoon, Y., Krueger, E. W., Oswald, B. J. & McNiven, M. A. The mitochondrial protein hFis1 regulates mitochondrial fission in 

mammalian cells through an interaction with the dynamin-like protein DLP1. Mol. Biol. Cell 23, 5409–5420 (2003).
20. Chen, H. et al. Mitofusins Mfn1 and Mfn2 coordinately regulate mitochondrial fusion and are essential for embryonic development. 

J. Cell Biol. 160, 189–200 (2003).
21. Chambers, S. M. et al. Highly efficient neural conversion of human ES and iPS cells by dual inhibition of SMAD signaling. Nat. 

Biotechnol. 27, 275–280 (2009).
22. Manuel, M. N., Mi, D., Mason, J. O. & Price, D. J. Regulation of cerebral cortical neurogenesis by the Pax6 transcription factor. Front. 

Cell Neurosci. 9, 70 (2015).
23. Shen, L., Nam, H. S., Song, P., Moore, H. & Anderson, S. A. FoxG1 haploinsufficiency results in impaired neurogenesis in the 

postnatal hippocampus and contextual memory deficits. Hippocampus 16, 875–890 (2006).
24. Polo-Parada, L., Bose, C. M., Plattner, F. & Landmesser, L. T. Distinct roles of different neural cell adhesion molecule (NCAM) 

isoforms in synaptic maturation revealed by analysis of NCAM 180 kDa isoform-deficient mice. J. Neurosci. 24, 1852–1864 (2004).
25. Cheng, A., Hou, Y. & Mattson, M. P. Mitochondria and neuroplasticity. ASN. Neuro. 2, e00045 (2010).
26. Tanaka, A. et al. Proteasome and p97 mediate mitophagy and degradation of mitofusins induced by Parkin. J. Cell Biol. 191, 

1367–1380 (2010).
27. Greber, B. et al. FGF signalling inhibits neural induction in human embryonic stem cells. EMBO J. 30, 4874–4884 (2011).
28. Son, M. J. et al. Mitofusins deficiency elicits mitochondrial metabolic reprogramming to pluripotency. Cell Death Differ. 22, 

1957–1969 (2015).
29. Garcia, S. J., Seidler, F. J., Crumpton, T. L. & Slotkin, T. A. Does the developmental neurotoxicity of chlorpyrifos involve glial targets? 

Macromolecule synthesis, adenylyl cyclase signaling, nuclear transcription factors, and formation of reactive oxygen in C6 glioma 
cells. Brain Res. 891, 54–68 (2001).

30. Basha, M. & Poojary, A. Cold stress offered modulation on chlorpyrifos toxicity in aging rat central nervous system. Toxicol. Int. 19, 
173–181 (2012).

31. Yamada, S. et al. Tributyltin induces mitochondrial fission through Mfn1 degradation in human induced pluripotent stem cells. 
Toxicol. In Vitro. 34, 257–263 (2016).

32. Leboucher, G. P. et al. Stress-induced phosphorylation and proteasomal degradation of mitofusin 2 facilitates mitochondrial 
fragmentation and apoptosis. Mol. Cell 47, 547–557 (2012).

33. Yue, W. et al. A small natural molecule promotes mitochondrial fusion through inhibition of the deubiquitinase USP30. Cell Res. 24, 
482–496 (2014).

34. Park, Y. Y., Nguyen, O. T., Kang, H. & Cho, H. MARCH5-mediated quality control on acetylated Mfn1 facilitates mitochondrial 
homeostasis and cell survival. Cell Death Dis. 5, e1172 (2014).

35. Chen, K. H. et al. Dysregulation of HSG triggers vascular proliferative disorders. Nat. Cell Biol. 6, 872–883 (2004).
36. Chen, K. H. et al. Role of mitofusin 2 (Mfn2) in controlling cellular proliferation. FASEB J. 28, 382–394 (2014).
37. Yu, Z. P., Matsuoka, M., Wispriyono, B., Iryo, Y. & Igisu, H. Activation of mitogen-activated protein kinases by tributyltin in CCRF-

CEM cells: role of intracellular Ca(2+ ). Toxicol. Appl. Pharmacol. 168, 200–207 (2000).
38. Pizzo, P., Drago, I., Filadi, R. & Pozzan, T. Mitochondrial Ca2+ homeostasis: mechanism, role, and tissue specificities. Pflugers Arch. 

464, 3–17 (2012).



www.nature.com/scientificreports/

1 2Scientific RepoRts | 7:40925 | DOI: 10.1038/srep40925

39. Danesin, C. & Houart, C. A. Fox stops the Wnt: implications for forebrain development and diseases. Curr. Opin. Genet. Dev. 22, 
323–330 (2012).

40. Georgala, P. A., Carr, C. B. & Price, D. J. The role of Pax6 in forebrain development. Dev. Neurobiol. 71, 690–709 (2011).
41. Tuoc, T. C. et al. Selective cortical layering abnormalities and behavioral deficits in cortex-specific Pax6 knock-out mice. J. Neurosci. 

29, 8335–8349 (2009).
42. Tian, C. et al. Foxg1 has an essential role in postnatal development of the dentate gyrus. J. Neurosci. 32, 2931–2949 (2012).
43. Chen, X. P., Chen, W. Z., Wang, F. S. & Liu, J. X. Selective cognitive impairments are related to selective hippocampus and prefrontal 

cortex deficits after prenatal chlorpyrifos exposure. Brain Res. 1474, 19–28 (2012).
44. Li, K. et al. Differentiation of pluripotent stem cells for regenerative medicine. Biochem. Biophys. Res. Commun. 471, 1–4 (2016).
45. Nakagawa, M. et al. Generation of induced pluripotent stem cells without Myc from mouse and human fibroblasts. Nat. Biotechnol. 

26, 101–106 (2008).
46. Fan, X., Hussien, R. & Brooks, G. A. H2O2-induced mitochondrial fragmentation in C2C12 myocytes. Free Radic. Biol. Med. 49, 

1646–1654 (2010).
47. Hirata, N. et al. Sphingosine-1-phosphate promotes expansion of cancer stem cells via S1PR3 by a ligand-independent Notch 

activation. Nat. Commun. 5, 4806 (2014).
48. Kanda, Y. et al. Reactive oxygen species mediate adipocyte differentiation in mesenchymal stem cells. Life Sci. 89, 250–258 (2011).
49. Yamada, S. et al. NAD-dependent isocitrate dehydrogenase as a novel target of tributyltin in human embryonic carcinoma cells. Sci. 

Rep. 4, 5952 (2014).

Acknowledgements
This work was supported by a Health and Labour Sciences Research Grant from the Ministry of Health, 
Labour, and Welfare, Japan (#H25-Kagaku-Ippan-002 and #H28-Kagaku-Ippan-003 to Y.Ka.), a Grant-in-
Aid for Scientific Research from the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology, Japan 
(#26293056 and #26670041 to Y.Ka.), the Japan Agency for Medical Research and Development, AMED 
(#15mk0104053h0101 and #16mk0104027j0002 to Y.S.), and a grant from the Smoking Research Foundation 
(Y.Ka.).

Author Contributions
Y.S. and Y.Ka. planned the project. S.Y. performed most of the experiments. S.Y. and Y.Ka. wrote the manuscript. 
Y.Ku. and D.Y. provided technical advices. All authors reviewed the manuscript.

Additional Information
Supplementary information accompanies this paper at http://www.nature.com/srep
Competing financial interests: The authors declare no competing financial interests.
How to cite this article: Yamada, S. et al. Chlorpyrifos inhibits neural induction via Mfn1-mediated 
mitochondrial dysfunction in human induced pluripotent stem cells. Sci. Rep. 7, 40925; doi: 10.1038/srep40925 
(2017).
Publisher's note: Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and 
institutional affiliations.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. The images 
or other third party material in this article are included in the article’s Creative Commons license, 

unless indicated otherwise in the credit line; if the material is not included under the Creative Commons license, 
users will need to obtain permission from the license holder to reproduce the material. To view a copy of this 
license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
 
© The Author(s) 2017

http://www.nature.com/srep
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

	Chlorpyrifos inhibits neural induction via Mfn1-mediated mitochondrial dysfunction in human induced pluripotent stem cells
	Introduction
	Results
	Effect of CPF on neural differentiation of iPSCs
	Mitochondrial function of iPSCs exposed to CPF
	Expression of mitochondrial fission and fusion factors in iPSCs exposed to CPF
	Effects of CPF in iPSC-derived neural progenitor cells
	Effect of Mfn1 knockdown on neural induction of iPSCs
	Negative regulation of neural induction by CPF exposure
	Effect of Mfn1 knockdown on neural induction

	Discussion
	Methods
	Chemicals
	Cell culture
	Neural differentiation procedure
	Measurement of intracellular ATP levels
	Measurement of MMP
	Assessment of mitochondrial fusion
	Real-time polymerase chain reaction (PCR)
	Western blot analysis
	Gene knockdown by shRNA
	Statistical analysis

	Additional Information
	Acknowledgements
	References



 
    
       
          application/pdf
          
             
                Chlorpyrifos inhibits neural induction via Mfn1-mediated mitochondrial dysfunction in human induced pluripotent stem cells
            
         
          
             
                srep ,  (2016). doi:10.1038/srep40925
            
         
          
             
                Shigeru Yamada
                Yusuke Kubo
                Daiju Yamazaki
                Yuko Sekino
                Yasunari Kanda
            
         
          doi:10.1038/srep40925
          
             
                Nature Publishing Group
            
         
          
             
                © 2016 Nature Publishing Group
            
         
      
       
          
      
       
          © 2016 The Author(s)
          10.1038/srep40925
          2045-2322
          
          Nature Publishing Group
          
             
                permissions@nature.com
            
         
          
             
                http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/srep40925
            
         
      
       
          
          
          
             
                doi:10.1038/srep40925
            
         
          
             
                srep ,  (2016). doi:10.1038/srep40925
            
         
          
          
      
       
       
          True
      
   




