
The forthcoming exhibition ‘Teeth’ at the Wellcome Collection in 
London will trace ‘the evolution of our relationship with our teeth and 
with the profession that has shaped the way we live with them – or 
without them’. 

The exhibition, which runs from 17 May to 16 September 2018, will 
follow modern history’s tireless pursuit of the pain-free mouth and 
the perfect smile. It will draw on the wealth of images, objects and 
artworks held in the collections held by Henry Wellcome, supple-
mented by loans from key collections in Northern Europe.

The BDA Museum is delighted to be lending objects to the Teeth 
exhibition. Highlights from the BDA collection include the dental 
instrument set of Sir Edwin Saunders (dentist to Queen Victoria); a 
denture of King William IV made by dentist Isaac Wilson of Bath; 
dental health education posters which are currently providing the 
inspiration for the BDJ covers; 1960s dental surgery equipment; and 
an early portable regulating ether inhaler. 

The posters going on loan to the Wellcome are:
1. ‘Brush the cobwebs away’ by Abram Games – the cover of the 

current issue of the BDJ, Volume 224 issue 5
2. ‘Smile and the world laughs with you’, a poster produced by the 

Dental Health Board of the UK, planned for Volume 224 issue 12 
(22 June 2018).

For more information on the exhibition visit https://wellcomecol-
lection.org/press/teeth-forthcoming-exhibition-wellcome-collection. 
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Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri

DENTISTS ON FILM

H. S. Brand continues his series of columns on films featuring dentists with Three 
Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri, a film that has just won five BAFTAs and is 
nominated for seven Oscars.

After months have passed without an arrest in her daughter’s murder 
case, Mildred Hayes places three huge signs leading into her town 
with a message for Willoughby, the town’s respected Chief of Police, 
which annoys the citizens of Ebbing very much. A dentist files a 
complaint, and after that Mildred makes an appointment with him. 

She sits in the dental chair and points to her mandible: ‘I don’t 
know what it is. It feels like it is kind’a waggling’. Without a look at 
the oral cavity, the dentist concludes: ‘Well if it is waggling, it’s gonna 
have to come out’. Mildred asks whether the dentist should not have 
a look at it first. The dentist glances at her mouth and repeats that the 
tooth has to come out. When he starts his drill, Mildred asks: ‘Can 
I get a little novocaine there, doc?’ The dentist applies infiltration 
anaesthesia and says ‘Give it a couple of minutes’ and takes a look at 
his watch. After some time, the dentist grabs his drill again. While 

the drill approaches Mildred, he tells her that the Chief of Police has 
a lot of friends who are not very pleased with her actions.

Mildred grabs the hand with the drill and she brings the whirring 
drill towards the thumbnail of the dentist. Slowly, the drill whirs 
into the nail and underlying flesh. Groaning with pain, the dentist 
sits on the floor. Mildred rinses her mouth with water, spits this on 
the dentist and tells him that good friends should tell the Chief of 
Police to do his job. 

Later that day, the Chief of Police arrives at the gift shop where 
Mildred works and asks: ‘you didn’t happen to pay a visit to the dentist 
today, did you?’ Unintelligible, since her mouth is still anaesthetised, 
Mildred denies it. Despite her denial, she is taken to the police station. 
When she is interrogated she explains that the dentist’s hand slipped 
and he drilled a hole in his own. Smiling, Mildred concludes that it is 
his word against hers. The Chief of Police says: ‘Do you think I care 
about the dentist? I don’t care about dentists. Nobody cares about 
dentists’. A few moments later, the Chief of Police collapses and is taken 
to a hospital. Mildred is released and continues to challenge the police.
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