NEWS

CONFERENCE REPORT

BRITISH SOCIETY OF DISABILITY AND ORAL HEALTH
SPRING CONFERENCE 2016

This year the British Society for
Disability and Oral Health (BSDH)
Spring Conference 2016 was held in
Sheffield. The theme concentrated
on ‘transitional intervention for
special care patients’ This topic was
explored by a number of well-
regarded speakers from a variety of
health care backgrounds including
psychiatrists, occupational thera-
pists, Age UK, social care leaders as
well as special care, community and
paediatric dentists.
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On the first day of the conference Debbie Lewis and
Anne Williams, specialists in special care and paediatric
dentistry, highlighted the importance of a purposeful and
planned transition for children from paediatric to special
care dentistry. Practical tips were discussed including
having a named person responsible for coordinating the
written transitional plan and making sure that discussions
of this process begin with the parents when their child
turns 13 years old.

A particularly powerful and touching addition to
the conference included two parents of severely disa-
bled children. They shared with delegates their personal
experiences of isolation during the difficult transitional
process their children had in entering into adult care. This
reminded delegates of the importance of a patient-centred
approach during this challenging period. The mental
health team also described their new initiative involv-
ing the use of social media to connect with young adults
during this transition into adult care. This aims to prevent
disengagement and discontinuity of care for these young
people at a vulnerable point in their life.

The second day of the conference focused on gero-
dontology and the ROCS team in Sheffield who provide
domiciliary dental care for the ‘silent minority” Gills
Heyes, a specialist in community and special care den-
tistry, acknowledged the challenges facing future younger
dentists when treating the elderly. She emphasised how

dental treatment may become more
problematic due to an increase in
the number of dentate patients with
complex dentistry such as crowns,
bridges and implants.

Additionally, representatives from
Sheftield’s Hospice for adolescents
and adults suffering with life threat-
ening illnesses inspired the audience
to help improve the quality of life
these patients have, who are sadly
at the end of their lives.

Overall this year’s conference was
truly inspiring and emotive. I feel
that this is a very useful event for
all young trainees to attend, regard-
less of whether they wish to pursue
a career in special care dentistry or
not. The society is at the forefront
of improving oral health for adults
with disabilities. Any further infor-
mation on the society can be found
on the BSDH website: http://www.
bsdh.org/.

By L. Maybin, Longitudinal Dental
Foundation Trainee, Bradford
Teaching Hospital Trust

BDA BRANCH AGM

North Western

The 66th AGM of the North Western Branch of the BDA
and Presidential Inauguration will take place on 16 June
in the Maxillofacial Unit of Lancaster Royal Infirmary

at 6.45 pm. Following the AGM there will be an infor-
mal meal at the nearby Greaves Park restaurant. Contact
mscollinson@hotmail.co.uk. Members who wish to attend
the meal are advised to respond by 3 June 2016.

TOP 50 DENTAL ARTICLES

The British Dental Journal published 48% of the ‘most talked about’ dental
articles in 2014, followed by the Journal of Dental Research which had 16%.
Researchers in Iran used Altmetrics, a new scholarly tool that measures
online attention surrounding journal articles, to identify the top 50 dental arti-
cles in 2014. The BDJ and J Dent Res had the maximum number of top articles.

The top three articles all came from the BDJ:

1. Wainwright J, Sheiham A. An analysis of methods of toothbrushing
recommended by dental associations, toothpaste and toothbrush
companies and in dental texts. Br Dent J 2014; 217: E5.

2. Raitapuro-Murray T, Molleson T I, Hughes F J. The prevalence of
periodontal disease in a Romano-British population c. 200-400 AD.
Br Dent J 2014; 217: 459-466.

3. Heasman P A, Hughes F J. Drugs, medications and periodontal disease.
Br Dent J 2014; 217: 411-419.

For the full article, see pages 569-574 of this issue.

ERRATUM

2016 British Dental Conference and Exhibition -
Event programme insert
Included with the BDJ in February 2016, Volume
220, Issue 3

The BDA would like to correct a job title that was
printed in error in the Event programme for the 2016
British Dental Conference and Exhibition which was
sent out as an insert in the BDJ in February 2016,
Volume 220, Issue 3.

Abhi Pal’s correct job title is GDP and Expert
Witness, Birmingham. The BDA would like to apolo-
gise for any confusion caused.

A JOINT PROBLEM FOR THE TEETH

Also in this issue of the BDJ, authors from Manchester discuss the oral
implications of cannabis use and provide advice for dental professionals on
approaching this topic with patients.

The article, on pages 597-601, explores the links between cannabis use and
levels of dry mouth, caries, periodontal disease and oral cancer, and aims to
enhance readers’ knowledge on the general and oral effects of cannabis.
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