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HONOURS, AWARDS, 
APPOINTMENTS

Dental Alumni Awards
Professor Tim Watson was awarded the King’s College 
Dental Institute Alumnus of the Year Award in March 
this year, given to a person who qualified at one of the 
constituent schools and who has achieved distinction 
and brought credit to the profession. Professor Saman 
Warnakulasuriya was awarded the Alumnus Distinguished 
Service Award as a long-serving member of staff who 
has made a significant contribution to the King’s College 
London Dental Institute (or one of its constituent schools).

Patricia Santos Memorial Scholarship
The inaugural Patricia Santos Memorial Scholarship 
has been awarded to two postgraduate dentists in the 
final year of their master’s in Advanced Minimum 
Intervention Dentistry (AMID), Dr Duvie Raju and Dr 
Mark Sykes, at King’s College London Dental Institute. 
The scholarship was named in memory of the late 
Patricia Santos, an excellent dentist who enrolled onto 
the first cohort of the AMID master’s programme.

Fourth in the world
Dentistry at King’s College London has again been 
ranked first in the UK, and has risen to fourth in the 
world, in the 2016 QS World University Rankings. 
The QS rankings highlight the world’s top universities 
across 42 popular subject areas.

Bursary Awards
The winners of this year’s Association of Dental Groups 
(ADG) Bursary Awards are Rebecca Exley, Danny James 
Watts and Ryan Howells in the undergraduate ‘profes-
sionalism’ category; Awais Safdar Ali, Jack Thomas and 
Alan Lyons in the undergraduate ‘skill mix in dentistry’ 
category; and Kara Scally in the postgraduate category.

Honorary Professor in Dentistry
Sara Hurley, Chief Dental Officer for England, has 
been appointed Honorary Professor in Dentistry at the 
University of Manchester’s School of Dentistry. Professor 
Hurley will work with researchers in health technol-
ogy, health services research and evidence synthesis and 
brings her expertise in strategy and health policy.

NEW DENTAL HOSPITAL AND 
SCHOOL FOR BIRMINGHAM

On 31 March 2016, the 
new Birmingham Dental 
Hospital and School of 
Dentistry (pictured) wel-
comed its first patients 
at its new home in 
Edgbaston.

The building is the 
first to be completed as 
part of the regeneration 
of the 27-acre Pebble 
Mill site. The four-storey development is the first integrated, stand-
alone dental hospital and dental school to be built in the UK for almost 
40 years. The world-class facility expects to treat more than 100,000 
patients each year.

DECLAN JOHN ANDERSON

Declan Anderson, Emeritus Professor of Oral Biology 
at the University of Bristol, died at the age of 95 on 
Easter Day, 27 March in Trowbridge, Wiltshire.

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF HOSTS PERIO 
QUESTION TIME
BDJ Editor-in-Chief Stephen 
Hancocks recently had the oppor-
tunity to emulate broadcaster 
David Dimbleby having been 
invited to host Perio Question 
Time as part of the British Society 

of Periodontology’s (BSP) Spring 
Conference. 

The event, held in the famous 
Oxford Union, drew an audience 
of over 150 delegates eager to 
pose questions to the panel which 
consisted of Miss Julie Rosse and 
Professors Niklaus P. Lang, Richard 
Palmer and Peter Heasman. 

Among other questions, panel 
members answered on the future of 
perio in the event of a Brexit vote, 
the most important advance in the 
specialty in the last 30 years and 
what they would have done if they 
hadn’t been dental professionals. 
The three-day conference, presided 
over by incoming president Philip 
Ower, attracted delegates from 
across the dental and periodontal 
spectrum.
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