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The second edition of Oral microbiology and 
immunology presents, as the authors state: ‘a 
comprehensive and in-depth overview of the 
oral ecosystem and its role in human health and 
disease’. I feel the book is an excellent educational 
tool for dental and microbiology students and 
a good revision aid for postgraduates. The book 
is edited by three eminent professors of oral 
microbiology, molecular genetics and immunology 
and each chapter is contributed to by individuals 
who work within each particular field.

The book is well laid out and is divided into 
22  relevant chapters. Each chapter provides a 
list of contents for easy identification. Within 
each chapter there are many detailed, easy to 
read coloured diagrams, tables, photographs etc, 
which explain and simplify various areas of the 
written text. At the end of the chapters a table 
summarising the key points is provided, which 
is an excellent revision aid as it reinforces and 
highlights the salient points. In addition, further 
reading is provided, which is brilliant for readers 
who would like to explore the topic further with 
relevant references.

The book is divided into three sections: 
Section I – ‘General principles of oral microbiology’ 
includes ten chapters focusing on immunological 
and microbiological concepts that are the scientific 
basis for understanding human responses in health 
and disease with a particular focus on oral health. 
Section II - ‘Infection-driven oral diseases’ includes 
nine chapters focusing on dental caries, periodontal 
disease, oral virology, fungi and fungal infections 
of the oral cavity, endodontic microbiology and 
systemic disease and the oral microbiota. 
Section III - ‘Control of oral diseases’ includes 
three in-depth chapters on immunological 
intervention against oral diseases, antibiotics and 
the treatment of infectious diseases and infection 
control in dentistry. It explores new advances in 
oral immunology such as the vaccination against 
dental caries and periodontal disease.

As oral infections and disease persist to create  
a major public health challenge it is vital oral 
health professionals have an understanding 
of the basic concepts of oral microbiology 
and immunology in order to be equipped to 
appropriately treat the various oral health 
problems. I feel this book is an up-to-date and 
relevant textbook to arm students and health 
professionals with this information.

L. ANDREWS
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DENTAL CENTRE OPENS IN CONVERTED YORKSHIRE MANSION

Three dentists and a clinical dental 
technician (CDT) have joined forces 
to open a state-of-the-art den-
tal centre in a mansion house in 
Yorkshire.

Dentists Donald Sloss, Mark 
Willings, Jon Swarbrigg and CDT 
Mark Price will offer the very latest 
in dental treatments as well as train-
ing for dentists across the country 
at Dental Excellence, in the grounds 
of Harewood Estate, located between 
Leeds and Harrogate.

Nearly £2 million has been 
invested to convert the once der-
elict property and provide a new 
establishment for dental excellence, 
which features a helicopter landing 
pad within the Harewood estate.

Donald Sloss said: ‘Our centre 
focuses on the more complex dental 
procedures including advanced 
restorative dentistry, cosmetic res-
torations, orthodontics, endodontics 
and dental implants’.

Bespoke training courses at 
Dental Excellence are available to 
dentists covering complex proce-
dures through to customer service 
and marketing to assist with devel-
oping their own practice. There are 
facilities for live demonstrations 
with highly experienced educa-
tors leading the sessions. Dentists 
can book for training but are also 
encouraged to refer patients where 
more specialist and complex treat-
ment is required.

Orthodontic elective prize
Anika Sadheura, a 5th year undergraduate dental student at Queen Mary 
University, has been awarded the Undergraduate Laurence Usiskin orthodontic 
elective prize by the British Orthodontic Society. Ms Sadheura won for her 
elective report Comparison of orthodontic referrals between Sao Paulo and The 
Royal London.
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