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Removable prosthodontics is not the 
most glamorous and exciting element in 
restorative dentistry but we still need to 
be aware of latest developments in dif-
ferent techniques to aid our success. The 
authors recognised the difficulties faced 
when educating others about the suction 
effect for mandibular complete dentures 
and wanted to develop a user-friendly 
denture fabrication system. It looks at the 
biofunctional prosthetic system (BPS) and 
the use of a simple four-step technique to 
fabricate a suction effective denture. 

The book confers and illustrates the 
fundamentals of removable denture 
prosthetics and BPS in a clear reproduc-
ible stepwise method before looking 
at the simple four steps to achieve the 
suction-effective complete denture. 
Each ‘step’ has a dedicated chapter with 
vibrant step-by-step images accompa-
nying the content. The key difference 
I have attained from reading this book 
is the new approach in the technique 
for taking the preliminary impression. 
They have carefully designed a cut back 
tray that allows for specific anatomi-
cal features of the soft and hard tissues 
to be reliably recorded with minimal 
distortion, especially at the retro molar 
pad. A step we could pay more detailed 
attention to accomplishing correctly. The 
aim is for a more accurate denture form 
and suction effect. Throughout the book 

the authors emphasise the importance of 
teamwork and communication between 
the dentist and the dental technician 
and the importance of conveying the 
information required at each stage using 
the models. The concluding chapters are 
compiled of a number of challenging 
cases of both the edentulous mandible 
and maxilla with a final chapter on 
aesthetic enhancements. These cases are 
comprehensive and easy to follow.

With advances in implant dentistry, 
implant retained prosthesis are increas-
ingly common. Yet this may not be a 
valid treatment option for many, as the 
construction of good mucosal borne 
removable prosthesis cannot be under 
estimated. This book introduces this 
novel technique and I look forward to 
trying out the steps discussed. Overall 
the book is a great resource for any cli-
nician from the specialist prosthodon-
tist to the eager undergraduate looking 
to improve their understanding of the 
anatomy of the soft/hard tissues of the 
mandible and maxilla and how to adapt 
denture fabrication to achieve good 
resulting suction dentures.
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Aimed at oral and maxillofacial sur-
geons, this text is the first to concentrate 
solely on the management of complica-
tions associated with head and neck 

surgical procedures. Assuming the read-
ers have an advanced level of surgical 
knowledge allows the authors more scope 
to focus on the problems encountered. 
The editors are well-respected, with 
Antonia Kolokythas listed in the Dental 
Products Report’s ‘Top 25 women in den-
tistry 2012’, whose interest lies with oral 
cancer research, whilst Michael Miloro’s 
clinical profile includes bone grafting 
and microneurosurgery. 

The first chapter highlights the impor-
tance of identifying patient risk, which 
will ultimately impact on treatment suc-
cess. Complications associated with gen-
eral anaesthesia are described and provide 
a useful reference to guide informed 
consent for many surgical procedures.

Whilst written primarily for specialists, 
chapters are applicable to others outside 
the field. ‘Maxillofacial trauma’ contains 
comprehensive information on mandibu-
lar fractures – a common presentation 
in accident and emergency, suitable for 
trainees. Chapter nine, entitled ‘Cosmetic 
surgery’, is useful for GDPs considering 
expanding their clinical repertoire to 
include facial aesthetics, as it describes 
the management of complications related 
to botox and injectable fillers. 

The book fails to acknowledge the 
importance of collaboration between 
the maxillofacial surgeon and other 
members of the dental team, most nota-
bly in Chapter 12 entitled ‘Lip cancer’, 
where there is only brief reference to 
the dental implications associated with 
radiotherapy. There is opportunity to 
expand this text to include those com-
plications, including mucositis, xeros-
tomia and rampant caries, which can 
have devastating effects on the patient. 

The modern text refers to new imaging 
techniques including three-dimensional 

BRITISH DENTAL JOURNAL  VOLUME 215  NO. 6  SEP 28 2013 309 

Books, videos, CD-ROMs, DVDs  
and any other relevant items  
submitted for a review in the  
BDJ should be addressed to: 

Laura Pacey,  
Assistant Editor,  
British Dental Journal,  
Nature Publishing Group,  
4-6 Crinan Street,  
London,  
N1 9XW 

REV
IEW

S

Book reviews

© 2013 Macmillan Publishers Limited. All rights reserved


	Mandibular suction-effective denture and BPS: a complete guide



