
RALPH KERR-GILBERT

Ralph Kerr-Gilbert 
LDS, Ed., MB BCh 
BAO. BA, Dublin, 
FDS Eng 1920-2013.

Consultant oral 
and maxillofacial 
surgeon, Sunder-
land 1962-1985.

Ralph Kerr-
Gilbert died (January 2013) after a short 
illness at the age of 93. He was one of 
the pioneers who established oral and 
maxillofacial surgery in district general 
hospitals. He worked for most of his 
consultant career as a single-handed 
surgeon, who created and established 
a thriving unit, delivering the high-
est standard of care. Ralph was a truly 
open and honest person, for whom 
patients, colleagues, trainees and staff 
at all levels had huge respect and fond-
ness. He was a team player, whose work 
ethic seemed boundless, rarely taking 
holidays, managing trauma and large 
volumes of elective surgery. A full 
week’s work was rounded off by a  
Saturday elective list and usually a  
Sunday trauma list.

Ralph was born in Grantown-on-
Spey (January 1920), but brought up 
on Vancouver Island, Canada, and 
undertook his final education years 
and dental degree in Edinburgh (1942). 
He then joined the RAF and was based 
in Calcutta. He embarked on a hospital 
surgical career, taking his FDS Eng.  
in 1951, but soon realised the need  
for a medical qualification and gradu-
ated from Dublin in 1956. Further oral 
and maxillofacial training posts in 
Cardiff and Manchester led to his con-
sultant appointment in 1962 to Sun-
derland, also working in South Shields, 

Durham and Shotley Bridge Hospitals. 
He established one of the best post-
graduate training programmes, which 
he ran for 17 years, before retiring  
in 1985. 

He was devoted to his family and he 
leaves a wife, Betty, his daughter, Kath-
erine and two grandchildren.

Peter Ward-Booth

MURIEL E. H. DAVIS
1918-2012.

Muriel E. H. 
Davis (nee Goose) 
died on the 14 
December 2012. 
She was born in 
London and moved 
to Birmingham 
as a child, where 

she attended Kings Norton Grammar 
School. A hard working student, she 
entered Birmingham Dental School 
and qualified with an LDS in 1941. She 
was not allowed to do a BDS because 
she was a woman. She married a medi-
cal contemporary, Ben T. Davis. After 
joining the RAMC Ben was away for 
most of the next four years. Muriel 
was determined to be independent. 
She worked in general practice and 
continued to do sessions in the dental 
hospital developing an interest in 
orthodontics and joining the British 
Society for the Study of Orthodontia 
(BSSO) in 1946. She was impressed 
with the approach of Professor Sheldon 
Friel, the first Professor in Orthodon-
tics in Europe, who campaigned for 
greater specialisation in the subject. In 
1947 she went to Dublin to study with 
him for her D. Orth. She returned to 
Birmingham a year later, continued her 
training and, in 1957, was appointed 

as the first woman consultant. She 
worked in three Birmingham hospitals 
and did clinics in other parts of the 
Midlands, travelling as far away as 
Hereford. She was on the Birmingham 
Regional Hospital Board, where she 
campaigned hard for the development 
of orthodontic services. Having a par-
ticular interest in facial growth, she 
worked on developing feeding plates 
for cleft palate babies. She is warmly 
remembered by her many patients to 
this day.

Encouraged by Ben, who by then was 
a well known forensic pathologist and 
medical historian, Muriel stood suc-
cessfully for election as President of the 
Odontological Section at the Birming-
ham Medical Institute in 1970/71.

She retired from full-time work in 
1978. Not long afterwards her job was 
divided into two. Muriel set out to 
acquire the degree that she had been 
denied in her youth by completing a 
BA in Humanities in 1981. She was 
passionate about Renaissance art and 
became very knowledgeable. She and 
Ben enjoyed life together and travelled 
extensively in pursuit of their many 
interests until his death in 1998. Muriel 
is survived by their three daughters and 
six grandchildren.

Julia E. C. Davies
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Obituaries should be submitted by email to 
Laura Pacey at l.pacey@nature.com.

All submitted obituaries should be 350 words 
maximum in length (apart from obituaries for 
past presidents of the BDA where the length 
should be 700-800 words).

Content of the obituary is down to the indi-
vidual author, and the approval of the family 
should be given for the obituary prior  
to submission to the BDJ.
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