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Inthisarticle, we calculated global land evapotranspiration for 2003 to
2019 using amass-balance approach. To do this, we calculated evapo-
transpiration as the residual of the water balance, using an ensemble
of datasets for precipitation, discharge and total water storage change.
We made anerror in calculating the global mean precipitation: we used
arithmetic averaging to calculate the mean, instead of calculating a
spatially weighted mean to account for the changing grid box size
withlatitude. Asaresult, the magnitudes of the global mean precipita-
tion time series were underestimated. This impacted the subsequent
calculation of global mean evapotranspiration, resulting in the mean
evapotranspiration values being underestimated and altering some
results. We are therefore retracting this article. We thank Ning Maand
others for bringing this error to our attention.
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