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Allaboard the transfer train

W Check for updates

Onejournal’sreject may be another
journal’sgem. Our editors aimto
direct rejected manuscripts towards
amoresuitable destinationjournal
inour transfer network.

neclear benefit of theincreasing

number of Nature-titled journals

is that there is a destination for

many more excellent papers

thanusedtobe possible, withthe
ability to transfer amanuscript to another title
if the author’s first choice doesn’t work out.
Within this network of journals spanning dif-
ferentscopesand degrees of selectivity, each
journal can enforce its own editorial criteria
and maintain its editorial independence. A
journal’s editors also serve as conductors on
the transfer railway, pointing declined manu-
scriptsinthe direction of amore suitable desti-
nation. Although the choice of whether and
where to transfer always lies with the author,
we hope to guide authors on an efficient and
successful route to publication via our manu-
script transfer service.

Nature Geoscience’s highly selective criteria
mean that few submissions — usually between
15% and 20% — are sent for peer review. Of
those, about half are rejected after review,
some of which are technically fine but fall just
shortonthe novelty and importance required.
We pass onmany papers that the editors think
arevery good.

Thatiswhy, if our editorial decisionis nega-
tive, we next consider whether another journal
in our transfer network would be a better
match. This consideration is based on our
understanding of what these journals are
looking for, honed by experience and conver-
sations with our editorial colleagues. Insome
cases, and if the authors have given us per-
missionto doso at the time of submission, we
consultwiththese colleagues directly regard-
ing the prospects of a specific paper and
can pass along a firm offer to send a paper for
peer review.

The result is an editor recommendation
of a suitable destination journal for most of
the research papers we decline to publish.

Authors will find this recommendation at the
end of the decision letter, along with alink to
our manuscript transfer service and detailed
guidance on how this service works (see
https://www.nature.com/nature-portfolio/
for-authors/transfer).

Of the papers Nature Geoscience declines
to publish, editors recommend Nature Com-
munications, Communications Earth & Envi-
ronment, and other journals in the portfolio
(most commonly Scientific Reports) for about
a third each. More than half of manuscripts
that follow the editor’s advice and transfer
to the recommended journal are sent out to
review by the receivingjournal and over a third
arepublished, both higher rates than the aver-
age submission for these journals. The recom-
mendation is not the reason for this higher
rate of success: the editors at the receiving
journal make their own assessment, based on
their own editorial criteria, and papers still
need to pass peer review. Instead, the value
oftherecommendationliesinthe expertise of
our editors to help authors most effectively to
navigate the transfer network.

Although usually editors suggest a less
selectivetitle, thisis not always the case: many

Naturejournalsoverlapinscope —forexample,
Nature Climate Change also publishes climate
science, Nature Astronomy also publishes
planetary science, and Nature Water also
publishes hydrology. These journals serve
differentaudiences and thus are not selective
in the same ways. Authors are welcome to
transfer laterally and try one of our sibling
titles, whether or not we suggest it.

Our transfer service can be particularly
valuable after review. Transferring allows
the referee comments to be used by the
next journal and, for journals with in-house
editors, the referee identities are passed on as
well, which can speed up the review process.
Here the editorsactalso as aguide: for manu-
scripts rejected following review, the Nature
Geoscience editor considers the potential
forthe paper elsewhereinthe Nature Portfolio
railway. Thisis not always clear-cut if substan-
tial technical concerns have been raised, or if
the review process has become particularly
fraught such that starting anew would likely
be in the paper’s best interest. For papers
we deemto be strong candidates for transfer,
we will consult with our editorial colleagues
alongthe transfer network (again, if the author
has opted into this service at submission)
and we may be able to obtain an offer from
Nature Communications or Communications
Earth and Environment to continue the peer
review process or even publish a revised
manuscript.

Sometimes Nature Geoscience is not the
first stop of a manuscript on the transfer
train, but the destination. Transfers from
Nature, both before and after review, form
a sizable portion of our published papers.
Whether a paper is a transfer or whether it is
recommended our way by the previous editor
does not affect our editorial assessment or
guarantee its passage, but the high success
rates reflect the effectiveness of the Nature
editors’ recommendations.

At Nature Geoscience we aimto help authors
find the best route to publication, whether
within our pages, or further along the Nature
Portfolio transfer railway.
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