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I am an assistant professor specializing in machine learning for
biomedical applications at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical
Center and the University of Cincinnati College of Medicine in the
James M. Anderson Center for Health Systems Excellence and the
Division of Gastroenterology, Hepatology & Nutrition. I grew up in
a small university town in Idaho state and moved to Vancouver,
Canada to do my undergraduate training at Simon Fraser
University (SFU). At SFU, I studied economic development and
minored in statistics while working as a behavioral interventionist
for children on the autistic spectrum. The combination of my
studies and work taught me many things, including how pivotal
early identification and intervention in pediatric conditions are on
both the micro- and macro-scale, as well as how essential data is
for making this possible. Therefore, when my undergraduate
studies finished, I started my graduate studies in biostatistics at
the University of Toronto (UofT).
In biostatistics, I focused on statistical genetics and had the

opportunity to work in a pediatric psychiatric genetics lab at
the Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto. Here I learned how

evermore computational approaches to interrogating biomedical
data enable our understanding and treatment of disease. My next
step was honing my skills in computational modeling by pursuing
a MSc and then a PhD in computer science at UofT, under the
supervision of Dr. Anna Goldenberg. In my studies and through
many collaborations, I was exposed to the wider world of
computational biomedical analysis. I learned how essential team
science is to impactful and novel discovery. Indeed, this lesson is
reflected in all the studies coming from the Canadian Healthy
Infant Longitudinal Disease study birth cohort, one of which I had
the privilege to lead and is published in this issue of Pediatric
Research, entitled Early prediction of pediatric asthma in the
Canadian Healthy Infant Longitudinal Development (CHILD) birth
cohort using machine learning.
My advice to early career researchers:

– Find good mentors, colleagues, and collaborators at every
level who you can work alongside and learn from.

– Be opportunistic. Balance digging into established methods
with exploring what’s on the horizon.

– Do work you enjoy. Research can be very difficult, demanding,
discouraging, and slow at times. It’s much easier to persevere
when you enjoy the topic, the process, and the people you
work with.
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Attribution 4.0 International License, which permits use, sharing,

adaptation, distribution and reproduction in anymedium or format, as long as you give
appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Creative
Commons licence, and indicate if changes were made. The images or other third party
material in this article are included in the article’s Creative Commons licence, unless
indicated otherwise in a credit line to the material. If material is not included in
the article’s Creative Commons licence and your intended use is not permitted by
statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission
directly from the copyright holder. To view a copy of this licence, visit http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.
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