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n our launch issue (October, 2003), Nature Reviews
Microbiology was delighted to announce a major
publishing partnership with the World Health

Organization Special Programme for Research and Training
in Tropical Disease (TDR). Regular readers will have noticed
the first outcome of this collaboration — a two-page
monthly section called ‘Disease Watch’ that updates readers
on the latest developments in the world of infectious
diseases — this month focusing on human schistosomiasis
(page 12).

One key aim of Nature Reviews Microbiology is to promote
the study of infectious diseases that afflict marginalized
populations, an objective that is closely aligned with an
essential component of the work of the TDR — the
communication of issues that are relevant to tropical
infectious diseases. In this issue, we are pleased to launch the
second part of our collaborative venture: a review series
focusing on tropical infectious diseases that impose an
inequitable burden on the world’s poor and disadvantaged.
On page 15, in the first article in this series, Daniel Hartl
discusses the origin of malaria and the implications for
understanding and controlling the continuing upsurge in 
the prevalence of this disease today.

A major concern with many important infectious diseases,
including malaria, is the problem of antimicrobial resistance.
In the second article of our series on anti-infectives (page 73),
David Livermore poses the crucial question of whether efforts
to reduce antibiotic use will reverse resistance trends, and, if
not, how will clinicians cope with the loss of therapeutic
options — especially when much of ‘big pharma’ is
abandoning antibiotic development? 
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