
This year marks the thirtieth anniversary since embryonic stem 

(ES) cells were first isolated from mouse blastocysts. We celebrate 

this with a Poster that provides a timeline overview of the 

history of research on pluripotency, starting from early studies of 

teratocarcinomas, which preceded the isolation of mouse and human ES cells, 

and ending with the generation of induced pluripotent stem cells. This Poster 

by Peter W. Andrews and Paul J. Gokhale (http://www.nature.com/nrm/

posters/discoveringpluripotency) was produced by Nature Reviews Molecular 

Cell Biology, with generous support from Abcam. On the same theme on 

page 680, Martin Evans, one of the scientists to isolate mouse ES cells in 

1981, gives a personal account of the ideas that led to this milestone.

We end our tenth year of publication with the last two articles of our 

10‑year anniversary series. The Review by Atsushi Miyawaki (page 656) 

discusses advances made in the past 10 years in the development of 

fluorescent proteins. Some of these can be specifically activated, for example 

by light, and can be used to study the spatiotemporal dynamics of proteins, as 

well as protein–protein interactions, in live cells with unprecedented accuracy. 

In the Viewpoint article on page 669, nine researchers reflect on how 

molecular cell biology has evolved over the past 10 years. Their comments 

highlight the broad impact that particular insights have had, as well as key 

questions that need to be addressed through collaborative approaches.

Finally, we continue our Post‑translational modifications series with an 

article by Tony Pawson and colleagues (page 629) on the Tudor domain 

family, members of which read arginine methylation to regulate cell 

behaviour. Of particular significance, Tudor proteins are thought to interact 

with methylated PIWI proteins to regulate the PIWI‑interacting RNA pathway 

in the germline.

F R O M  T H E  E D I TO R S

EDITORIAL OFFICES 
London NatureReviews@nature.com  
The Macmillan Building, 4 Crinan Street,  
London N1 9XW, UK  
Tel: +44 (0)20 7843 3620; 
Fax: +44 (0)20 7843 3629
chief editor: Alison Schuldt
Senior editor: Katharine Wrighton
ASSociAte editor: Kim Baumann
ASSiStAnt editorS: Rachel David,  
Joanna Huddleston
copy editor: Antony Bickenson
Senior copy editorS: Yukie Ozawa, 
Catriona Rodwell, Man Tsuey Tse, Lucie Wootton
copy editing MAnAger: Lewis Packwood
Senior Art editor (nrMcB): Vicky Summersby
Art controLLer: Susanne Harris
Senior Art editorS: Patrick Morgan,  
Kirsten Lee
MAnAging production editor: 
Judith Shadwell
Senior production editor: Simon Fenwick

production controLLer: Natalie Smith
Senior editoriAL ASSiStAnt: Laura Corns
editoriAL ASSiStAnt: Ella Lines
weB production MAnAger: Deborah Anthony
MArketing MAnAgerS: Tim Redding,  
Leah Rodriguez

MANAGEMENT OFFICES
London nature@nature.com  
The Macmillan Building, 4 Crinan Street,  
London N1 9XW, UK  
Tel: +44 (0)20 7833 4000;  
Fax: +44 (0)20 7843 4596/7
office MAnAger: Laura Lee
puBLiSher: James Butcher
MAnAging director:  
Steven Inchcoombe
editor-in-chief, nAture puBLicAtionS: 
Philip Campbell
ASSociAte directorS: Jenny Henderson,  
Dominic Pettit
editoriAL production director:  
James McQuat 

production director:  
Yvonne Strong
director, weB puBLiShing:  
Dan Pollock
heAd of weB production:  
Alexander Thurrell

new york nature@natureny.com  
Nature Publishing Group,  
75 Varick Street, 9th floor, New York,  
NY 10013–1917, USA  
Tel: +1 212 726 9200;  
Fax: +1 212 696 9006
chief technoLogy officer:  
Howard Ratner 
heAd of internAL SySteMS deveLopMent:  
Anthony Barrera
heAd of SoftwAre ServiceS:  
Luigi Squillante
gLoBAL heAd of AdvertiSing And 
SponSorShip: Dean Sanderson
heAd of nAture reSeArch & reviewS  
MArketing: Sara Girard

tokyo nature@natureasia.com  
Chiyoda Building 5F, 2‑37‑1 Ichigayatamachi, 
Shinjuku‑ku, Tokyo 162–0843, Japan  
Tel: +81 3 3267 8751; Fax: +81 3 3267 8746  
ASiA–pAcific puBLiSher: Antoine E. Bocquet
MAnAger: Koichi Nakamura 
ASiA–pAcific SALeS director:  
Kate Yoneyama 
Senior MArketing MAnAger:  
Peter Yoshihara 
MArketing/production MAnAger:  
Takesh Murakami 

indiA 5A/12 Ansari Road, Daryganj,  
New Delhi 110 002, India  
Tel/Fax: +91 11 2324 4186 
SALeS And MArketing MAnAger, indiA: 
Harpal Singh Gill

Copyright © 2011 Nature Publishing Group
Research Highlight images courtesy of  
Getty Images unless otherwise credited.
Printed in Wales by Cambrian Printers  
on acid‑free paper

▶ cover: ‘The Tudors’ by Vicky Summersby, 
inspired by the Review on p629.
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