
In the immune system, context is everything. As any cell biologist can 

appreciate, what a cell ‘sees’ in its microenvironment determines its 

function. Although immunologists are fortunate in that we have a 

readily available source of material from the blood to facilitate the study 

of immune cells, we are increasingly aware that some of our most valuable 

lessons can be learned by observing immune responses as they occur in situ. 

By considering aspects of immune responses in the context of the tissue in 

which they occur, we can better understand how tissue cells or tissue-derived 

factors in different organs can shape the outcome of these responses.

It is with this in mind that we are pleased to introduce a new series 

of articles published in this and future issues of Nature Reviews 

Immunology (see Article Series on Tissue-specific immune responses; www.

nature.com/nri/series/tissue-specific) that considers the importance of 

context-dependent cues in shaping immune responses. In the first article 

in this series (page 764), the authors explain how the microarchitecture of 

the secondary lymphoid organs defines the ability of the immune system 

to cope with infectious challenges, providing an excellent example of the 

reciprocal relationship between anatomical form and organ function.  

This structure–function relationship is also the inspiration for our cover 

image this month.

Immune cells must integrate numerous signals from the microenvironment 

to ensure that their response is appropriate for the cell and tissue 

context. In the Opinion article on page 816, Lionel Ivashkiv describes 

how the integration of signals that are downstream of immunoreceptor 

tyrosine-based activation motif (ITAM)-coupled receptors influences the 

amplitude and functional outcomes of signalling by other receptors, 

including cytokine receptors and Toll-like receptors.

f r o m  t h e  e d i to r s

nature revIews | immunology  volume 8 | october 2008 | 745

Editorial officEs 
London NatureReviews@nature.com  
The Macmillan Building, 4 Crinan Street,  
London N1 9XW, UK  
Tel: +44 (0)20 7843 3620;  
Fax: +44 (0)20 7843 3629
Chief editor: Elaine Bell
ACting Chief editor: Lucy Bird
senior editors: Kirsty Minton,  
Olive Leavy
AssoCiAte editor: Sarah Allan
Copy editor: Rachel David
Art editor : Simon Bradbrook
Art ControLLer: Susanne Harris
senior Art editors: Vicky Askew,  
Patrick Morgan
MAnAging produCtion editor: 
Judith Shadwell
deputy produCtion editor: Simon Fenwick
produCtion ControLLer: Natalie Smith
senior editoriAL AssistAnt: Laura Firman
editoriAL AssistAnt: Jacques Smit

web produCtion MAnAger:  
Deborah Anthony
MArketing MAnAgers: Tim Redding,  
Leah Rodriguez

ManagEMEnt officEs
London nature@nature.com  
The Macmillan Building,  
4 Crinan Street,  
London N1 9XW, UK  
Tel: +44 (0)20 7833 4000;  
Fax: +44 (0)20 7843 4596/7
offiCe MAnAger: Kiersty Darnell
pubLishing direCtor: Alison Mitchell
MAnAging direCtor:  
Steven Inchcoombe
editor-in-Chief, nAture pubLiCAtions: 
Philip Campbell
AssoCiAte direCtors:  
Jenny Henderson, Tony Rudland
editoriAL produCtion direCtor:  
James McQuat 
produCtion direCtor: Yvonne Strong

direCtor, web pubLishing: Timo Hannay
heAd of web produCtion:  
Alexander Thurrell
nAturejobs pubLisher: Della Sar 

new york nature@natureny.com  
Nature Publishing Group,  
75 Varick Street, 9th floor, New York,  
NY 10013-1917, USA  
Tel: +1 212 726 9200;  
Fax: +1 212 696 9006
Chief teChnoLogy offiCer:  
Howard Ratner 
heAd of internAL systeMs deveLopMent:  
Anthony Barrera
heAd of softwAre serviCes:  
Luigi Squillante
heAd of gLobAL Advertising, sALes And 
sponsorship: Dean Sanderson
heAd of nAture reseArCh & reviews  
MArketing: Sara Girard
business deveLopMent exeCutive:  
David Bagshaw

tokyo nature@natureasia.com  
Chiyoda Building 5F, 2-37-1 Ichigayatamachi, 
Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 162-0843, Japan  
Tel: +81 3 3267 8751; Fax: +81 3 3267 8746  
AsiA–pACifiC pubLisher: Antoine E Bocquet
MAnAger: Koichi Nakamura 
AsiA–pACifiC sALes direCtor:  
Kate Yoneyama 
senior MArketing MAnAger:  
Peter Yoshihara 
MArketing/produCtion MAnAger:  
Takesh Murakami 

indiA 5A/12 Ansari Road, Daryganj,  
New Delhi 110 002, India  
Tel/Fax: +91 11 2324 4186 
sALes And MArketing MAnAger, indiA: 
Harpal Singh Gill

Copyright © 2008 Nature Publishing Group
Research Highlight images courtesy of  
Getty Images unless otherwise credited.
Printed in Wales by Cambrian Printers  
on acid-free paper

eLAine beLL

kirsty Minton

LuCy bird 

oLive LeAvy

▶ Cover: ‘Function by design’ by Simon Bradbrook, 
inspired by the Review on p764.
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