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            Abstract
Patients with IBD are at increased risk of infection, in part owing to the disease itself, but mostly because of treatment with immunosuppressive drugs. Although many of these infections are vaccine-preventable, vaccination coverage in patients with IBD is extremely low. The vaccine strategies examined in this Review are based on data that enable us to provide practical advice for clinicians. Clinical evidence indicates that vaccines do not increase the risk of relapse in patients with IBD. Live vaccines are contraindicated in immunocompromised individuals, but inactivated vaccines can be safely administered. Most patients receiving immunosuppressive therapy develop an immune response after vaccination, but response rates might differ from those of nonimmunosuppressed individuals. Therefore, vaccination status should be checked and updated upon diagnosis of IBD.


Key Points

                	
                  Vaccines are underprescribed in patients with IBD; these patients are thus at risk of infections that might be easily avoided through a standardized vaccination program

                
	
                  The characteristics of IBD and the immunosuppressive agents prescribed to treat this disease could lead to reduced response rates to vaccinations

                
	
                  As most patients with IBD will receive immunosuppressants at some time during their life, immunization status should be checked upon diagnosis of the disease

                
	
                  If the patient lacks immunity, the vaccines should be administered as soon as possible to take advantage of the short time frame when they are not receiving immunosuppressive drugs
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