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In their recent Primer article (Tuberculosis. 
Nat. Rev. Dis. Primers 2, 16076 (2016))1, 
Madhukar Pai and colleagues give an impor‑
tant and comprehensive update on the 
advances made in epidemiology, diagnosis, 
prevention and treatment for combatting 
the global tuberculosis (TB) epidemic. The 
Primer included the global TB drug pipe‑
line (Figure 5) that represented the status of 
the field as of April 2016. However, several 
important new developments were reported 
at two major scientific conferences later 
in 2016: the EMBO Conference Tuberculosis 
2016 in Paris, France, 19–23 September 2016 
(http://www. tuberculosis2016.org/), and 
the 47th Union World Congress on Lung 
Health and associated meetings in Liverpool, 
UK, 26–29 October 2016 (http:// liverpool. 
worldlunghealth.org/). We believe that 
updates to the 2016 status of the TB drug 
pipeline would be of interest to readers of 
the journal.

Among these updates is the novel cyclo‑
peptide SATB‑082, a preclinical development 
candidate by Sanofi and the TB Alliance2; 
the macrolide SEQ‑9 has been depriori‑
tized by the same group. Nearmedic Plus 
announced results from phase I testing of the 

benzothiazinone PBTZ‑169 (REF. 3) and has 
initiated a phase II early bactericidal activ‑
ity study in Russia. Otsuka Pharmaceutical 
announced that its novel carbostyril com‑
pound OPC‑167832 has entered phase  I 
clinical safety testing4. Sequella, Inc. reports 
completion of a phase II/III trial of SQ109 
by their partner Infectex in Russia5,6 and 
maintains SQ109 as an active candidate in 
the phase II stage in the United States5,7,8. 
A new oxazolidinone, LCB01‑0371, is being 
developed by LegoChem Biosciences in 
South Korea and is in phase II testing9.

Despite these advances, many more TB 
drug candidates are needed to sustain an 
effective and productive drug pipeline. Given 
the known attrition rate of new chemical enti‑
ties, a robust number of candidates will be 
needed to achieve the goals of shortening cur‑
rent treatment and effectively dealing with the 
increasing level of drug resistance worldwide.

As referenced in the Primer, the STOP 
TB Partnership’s Working Group on New 
Drugs maintains an active inventory of new 
molecular entities in development, as well as 
a listing of ongoing clinical trials of new drug 
regimens for the treatment of TB. The website 
is www.newtbdrugs.org/.
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