







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                [image: Nature Reviews Drug Discovery]
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	nature reviews drug discovery

	opinion

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	Opinion
	Published: 01 October 2006



                    Drugs, their targets and the nature and number of drug targets

                    	Peter Imming1, 
	Christian Sinning1 & 
	Achim Meyer1Â 



                    

                    
                        
    Nature Reviews Drug Discovery

                        volumeÂ 5,Â pages 821â€“834 (2006)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        80k Accesses

                    
	
                        559 Citations

                    
	
                            58 Altmetric

                        
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
                
    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                    
                
            
            
                
                    A Corrigendum to this article was published on 01 February 2007

                
            
        

    

    
    

                
            


        
            Abstract
What is a drug target? And how many such targets are there? Here, we consider the nature of drug targets, and by classifying known drug substances on the basis of the discussed principles we provide an estimation of the total number of current drug targets.
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