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FROM THE EDITORS

hen it was discovered in 1979 p53 was thought to be
another oncogene, but it was later shown to be a tumour
suppressor. This finding, along with the identification of
the recessive gene involved in retinoblastoma, helped to
kick-start a new research field in cancer biology.
Although the function of p53 has been the subject of intensive research
since 1979, and we have some understanding of its function in maintaining
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genomic stability and modulating apoptosis, its multifaceted qualities have
meant that new findings have not declined with age. For example, in
the past 15 years p53 has been shown to be part of a family — reflecting the
evolution of p53 in multicellular organisms. How p53 activates target
genes has also become a complex issue, and roles for p53 independent
of its activities as a transcription factor have also been described. Indeed,
as the diversity of p53-dependent activities widens to include key roles in
metabolism (both endogenously and in response to stress), fecundity
and development, old debates continue about how p53 suppresses tumour
development. For example, how important is its role in maintaining genomic
stability to tumour suppression? What is the significance of its crosstalk with
other pathways, such as the E2f—Rb pathway? How is one p53-dependent
response selected from many possible options? One thing is clear: p53
is therapeutically important. Numerous approaches are being taken to
reconstitute the expression of p53 in tumours and to use the function of the
p53 pathway as an indicator of prognosis and response to therapy.

This issue of Nature Reviews Cancer contains specially commissioned
articles that reflect the history of p53 and the emerging directions that
will be important to the future of p53 and cancer research. Full content is
available online at www.nature.com/nrc/focus/p53.com.

DIRECTOR, WEB PUBLISHING: Timo Hannay
HEAD OF WEB PRODUCTION:

Alexander Thurrell

NATUREJOBS PUBLISHER: Della Sar

NEW YORK nature@natureny.com
Nature Publishing Group,

75 Varick Street, 9th floor, New York,
NY 10013-1917, USA

Tel: +1 212 726 9200;

Fax: +1 212 696 9006

CHIEF TECHNOLOGY OFFICER:
Howard Ratner

HEAD OF INTERNAL SYSTEMS DEVELOPMENT:

Anthony Barrera

HEAD OF SOFTWARE SERVICES:

Luigi Squillante

HEAD OF GLOBAL ADVERTISING, SALES AND
SPONSORSHIP: Dean Sanderson

HEAD OF NATURE RESEARCH & REVIEWS
MARKETING: Sara Girard

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT EXECUTIVE:

David Bagshaw

TOKYO nature@natureasia.com

Chiyoda Building 5F, 2-37-1 Ichigayatamachi,
Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 162-0843, Japan

Tel: +81 3 3267 8751; Fax: +81 3 3267 8746
ASIA-PACIFIC PUBLISHER: Antoine E Bocquet
MANAGER: Koichi Nakamura
ASIA-PACIFIC SALES DIRECTOR:

Kate Yoneyama

SENIOR MARKETING MANAGER:

Peter Yoshihara

MARKETING/PRODUCTION MANAGER:
Takesh Murakami

INDIA 5A/12 Ansari Road, Daryganj,

New Delhi 110 002, India

Tel/Fax: +91 11 2324 4186

SALES AND MARKETING MANAGER, INDIA:
Harpal Singh Gill

Copyright © 2009 Nature Publishing Group
Research Highlight images courtesy of

Getty Images unless otherwise credited.
Printed in Wales by Cambrian Printers

on acid-free paper

NATURE REVIEWS | CANCER

© 2009 Macmillan Publishers Limited. All rights reserved

VOLUME 9 [ OCTOBER 2009 | 683


http://www.nature.com/nrc/focus/p53.com

	From the editors



