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» Plants, which are more exposed to radical-forming radiation processes, are able to produce many types of scavenger molecules, mainly phenolic compounds.

» Mammals lack the ability to generate phenolic compounds (except oestrogens), but this deficiency may be substituted for, in part, by the plants.

» The useful observation in this study, however, is that the hexane extract of intact as well as spent roots after distilling the oil out showed concentration-dependent ferric reducing antioxidant power and free radical scavenging activity.
» Higher concentration of extract diminishes hydroxyl radical scavenging activity and promotes pro-oxidant activity.

» The present finding has implication of isolating the active molecule useful as dietary/supplementary antioxidant from the waste of vetiver an important plant with high commercial value.

» The genotypic difference observed for level of ferric reducing antioxidant power, free radical scavenging activity being more in one variety (KS 1) over other (gulabi) indicates the possibility of differences in secondary metabolite formation in Vetiveria zizanioides.




