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                To fully understand the context, methods, data and conclusions that pertain to an experiment, one must have access to a range of background information. However, the current diversity of experimental designs and analytical techniques complicates the discovery and evaluation of experimental data; furthermore, the increasing rate of production of those data compounds the problem. Community opinion increasingly favors that a regularized set of the available metadata ('data about the data') pertaining to an experiment1,2 be associated with the results, making explicit both the biological and methodological contexts. Many journals and funding agencies now require that authors reporting microarray-based transcriptomics experiments comply with the Minimum Information about a Microarray Experiment (MIAME) checklist3 as a prerequisite for publication4,5,6,7. Similarly, minimum information guidelines for reporting proteomics experiments and describing systems biology models are gaining broader support in their respective database communities8,9; and progress is being made toward the standardization of the reporting of clinical trials in the medical literature10. Such minimum information checklists promote transparency in experimental reporting, enhance accessibility to data and support effective quality assessment, increasing the general value of a body of work (and the competitiveness of the originators).
Collaborative minimum information checklist development projects for diverse biologically and technologically delineated subject areas are ongoing. A special issue of the journal OMICS11 included invited pieces from eight communities supporting minimum information checklist development projects. However, until recently there were no mechanisms for such projects to coordinate their development. Consequently, the full range of checklists can be difficult to establish without intensive searching, and tracking their evolution is nontrivial. Furthermore, overlaps in scope and arbitrary decisions on wording and substructuring inhibit their use in combination. These issues present difficulties for checklist users, especially those who routinely combine information from several disciplines. Here we explore some of the issues arising from the development of checklists in relative isolation, discuss the potential benefits of greater coordination and describe the mechanisms we have put in place to facilitate such coordination. In summary, we present the MIBBI project (http://www.mibbi.org/), which maintains a web-based, freely accessible resource for checklist projects, providing straightforward access to extant checklists (and to complementary data formats, controlled vocabularies, tools and databases), thereby enhancing both transparency and accessibility, as discussed above. MIBBI is managed by representatives of its various participant communities and is fully open to comment from any interested party. Our goal is to facilitate the development of an integrated checklist resource site for the wider bioscience community.
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