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To the Editor: Stewart et al. nicely proved that based
on the ASCO/CAP 2013 expert panel guideline, a
large percentage of breast cancers with microvascu-
lar features would now be defined as HER2 positive,
whereas before 2013 many of these same tumors
would have been classified as HER2 negative. The
authors concluded that their findings supported the
2013 ASCO/CAP panel’s recommendation.1

However, the 2013 ASCO/CAP panel's recommen-
dations were made ‘to ensure that the right patient
receives the right treatment.’ (2, page 4000) While the
study by Stewart et al. does demonstrate that,
compared to before 2013, more patients will be
defined as having HER2-positive disease, it does not
prove that for the patients with cancers defined only
as HER2 positive by the 2013 definition (and not the
2007 definition) the ‘right treatment’ is anti-HER2
therapy. Clinical trials are needed to support the
ASCO/CAP panel’s recommendation to expand the
definition of HER2-positive breast cancer. Only such
trials can prove that anti-HER2 therapy is effective
for patients with tumors defined as HER2 positive
since 2013, but HER2 negative before that time, and
thereby validate the panel’s recommendations.
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