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study on fitness as a function of I.Q., which put paid to the simple widely-
quoted concept of an inverse relationship between fitness and intelligence,
and a comprehensive review of the population dynamics of Tay-Sachs disease.
The last section of the book contains papers which try to look into the future.
It starts off with Medawar asking whether medical advances may be expected
to lead to genetic deterioration. In his view the simple answer is " No ".
On the contrary they provide more scope for taking advantage of existing
genetic variability in other directions. Crow reviews data on rates of
evolution and the effects of demographic changes in the potential for
selection in human populations, as measured by his well-known index. He
also shows how slow are genetic changes for specific simply determined
abnormalities following their cure. Hardin's now classical paper on the
tragedy of the commons is also included in this section. This presents in
an elegant and forceful way, in connection with the problem of population
increase, the conflict created by behaviour which benefits the individual but
not necessarily society as a whole. The last two papers by Osborne and
Muller represent essentially a plea for the application of eugenic principles
to man. Muller was, of course, well known for his stand on these issues and
for his advocacy of artificial insemination using sperm from highly selected
donors.

Publishing collections of papers is now a fairly popular enterprise and is
undoubtably a simpler way to produce a book than writing it all oneself.
With the advent of rapid and convenient copying devices one might have
thought that annotated lists of references could serve pretty much the same
purpose. Nevertheless, this is an interesting and valuable collection of
papers which are usefully gathered together under one cover. The decision
will presumably rest with teacher and student as to whether they prefer their
papers served up in this admittedly convenient format, rather than extracted
from the various original journals.

W. F. BODMER

Genetics Laboratory, Department of Biochemistry, Oxford
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