
NOTES AND COMMENTS 145

2. Residual heretozygosity exists within strain HgJHu, probably due to
histocompatibility loci closely linked to the a or hr loci which were kept
heterozygous during inbreeding.

Ac/cnowledgments.—My thanks are due to Dr L. M. Boot, Dr K. P. Hummel and Dr G. D.
Snell for supplying the strains of mice used in these tests.
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DATA gathered in studies of micro-evolution, relating to the genetic com-
position of natural populations at a particular time, differ from other
biological data in that they are essentially unique and unrepeatable. But,
except in a few journals, it is often difficult to publish such data, as it is
bulky and irrelevant in itself to the understanding of a research paper. The
danger is therefore real that such information will not survive the life of its
discoverer. The loss to future scientists could be serious.

The new series Evolutionary Genetics Research Reports is designed to preserve
data of this kind. Each report consists of tables of data on the population
genetics of a particular organism, with a small amount of explanatory text.

The reports are deposited with the National Lending Library for Science
and Technology at Boston Spa, Yorkshire, and copies may be had by applica-
tion to them in the usual way.

Unless an author decides to have copies prepared for his own distribution,
only a few of each report will be prepared. Lists of titles will be issued from
time to time, but the normal method of access will be by a full citation of the
report in the published paper which discusses the data. Reports are also
listed in British Research and Development Reports, and the J'TLL Announcement
Bulletin (from 1971). Five reports have so far been prepared, dealing with
lepidoptera and snails.

Scientists wishing to preserve their data in this way should write for
further details to the editor, at the address above.
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