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The information embraces the technical, the historical and even some
detailed chemical aspects of the subject. A prodigious amount of work has
gone into the writing of the book and while, by the very nature of the work,
it could hardly be expected to provide entertaining reading it merits a
useful place as a work of reference in a cytology laboratory. Virtually all
the standard cytological techniques both ancient and modern, common and
uncommon, are included. There are sections on fixation, embedding,
autoradiography, electron microscopy, interference and fluorescence tech-
niques and a host of others. In some cases, as with interference microscopy,
the information is sketchy and vague. There is, however, an extensive
reference list to which one can turn for further guidance. While some of
the information is bare and bleak in other places there is, if anything, too
much detail. A whole page, for example, is taken up by one large formula
to explain the Sakaguchi colour reaction. The authors incidentally forget
to say what the colour is but they do remember to say that it may fade.

It is a pity that some of the plates at the end of the book by no means
represent the best to be expected from the techniques applied. In all,
however, a useful volume.

H. REES.
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