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            Abstract
A computer-based file of all Veterans Administration (VA) hospitalisation records for the period 1969-1985 was used to identify and follow for cancer development a cohort of 5,161 white males with pernicious anaemia. A total of 34,915 person-years were accrued, with an average length of follow-up of 6.8 years. A total of 481 cancers were diagnosed, slightly higher than the number expected (SIR = 1.2). Significant excesses were observed for cancers of the buccal cavity and pharynx (1.8) and stomach (3.2), and for melanoma (2.1), multiple myeloma (2.1), myeloid leukaemia (3.7) and other and unspecified leukaemia (4.0). Although the excess for stomach cancer was highest in the first year after diagnosis in a VA hospital, risks of 2-fold or greater persisted throughout the study period. The majority of leukaemias occurred in the first year of follow-up, but some excess risk continued beyond this time. The elevated risk of buccal and pharyngeal cancers may relate to heavy alcohol intake among this population, although risks remained high even when the cohort was restricted to patients without an admission for alcoholism. Although an elevated risk of stomach cancer among pernicious anaemia patients is consistent with most previous surveys, the low absolute risk suggests that the cost-effectiveness of intensive screening should be reassessed.




            
                
                    

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



                
            


            
                
                    
                

            

            
                
                
                
                
                    
                        This is a preview of subscription content, access via your institution

                    

                    
                

                

                Access options

                


                
                    
                        
                            

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
    



                        

                        

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



                    
                

                
    
    Subscribe to this journal
Receive 24 print issues and online access
$259.00 per year
only $10.79 per issue

Learn more


Rent or buy this article
Prices vary by article type
from$1.95
to$39.95
Learn more


Prices may be subject to local taxes which are calculated during checkout



  

    
    
        
    Additional access options:

    	
            Log in
        
	
            Learn about institutional subscriptions
        
	
            Read our FAQs
        
	
            Contact customer support
        



    

                
                    
                


                
                    
                        
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        National Burden and Trend of Cancer in Ethiopia, 2010â€“2019: a systemic analysis for Global burden of disease study
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         26 July 2022
                                    

                                

                                Atalel Fentahun Awedew, Zelalem Asefa & Woldemariam Beka Belay

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        The global, regional and national burden of stomach cancer and its attributable risk factors from 1990 to 2019
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         07 July 2022
                                    

                                

                                Yexun Song, Xiajing Liu, â€¦ Decai Zhang

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Haemoglobin A1c and serum glucose levels and risk of gastric cancer: a systematic review and meta-analysis
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         13 January 2022
                                    

                                

                                Jiaojiao Zheng, Yunhe Gao, â€¦ Jesper Lagergren

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                    
                
            

            
                
Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Division of Cancer Etiology, National Cancer Institute, Bethesda, 20892, MD
LA Brinton


Authors	LA BrintonView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	G GridleyView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	Z HrubecView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	R HooverView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	JF Fraumeni JrView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar







Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Brinton, L., Gridley, G., Hrubec, Z. et al. Cancer risk following pernicious anaemia.
                    Br J Cancer 59, 810â€“813 (1989). https://doi.org/10.1038/bjc.1989.169
Download citation
	Issue Date: 01 May 1989

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/bjc.1989.169


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        








            


            
        
            
                This article is cited by

                
                    	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Chinese integrated guideline on the management of gastric precancerous conditions and lesions
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Ping Wang
	Peng Li
	Xudong Tang


                                
                                Chinese Medicine (2022)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Autoimmune gastritis
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Marco Vincenzo Lenti
	Massimo Rugge
	Antonio Di Sabatino


                                
                                Nature Reviews Disease Primers (2020)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Diffuse Signet-Ring Cell Gastric Adenocarcinoma â€œLinitis Plasticaâ€� and Pernicious Anemia: a Rare Association
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Shounak Majumder
	Hamid Habibi
	Constantin A. Dasanu


                                
                                Journal of Gastrointestinal Cancer (2012)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Skin cancers associated with autoimmune conditions among elderly adults
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	E Lanoy
	E A Engels


                                
                                British Journal of Cancer (2010)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Abgeschlagenheit und Ikterus bei 27-jÃ¤hriger Diabetes-mellitus-Typ-1-Patientin
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	D. BÃ¶sch
	W. Kurtz


                                
                                Der Internist (2006)

                            


                

            

        
    

            
        





    
        

        
            
                

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



            

            
                

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



            

        
    


    
        
    

    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Advertisement

                            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


                        

                    

                

            

            

            

        

    






    
        
            
                Explore content

                	
                                
                                    Research articles
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Reviews & Analysis
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    News & Comment
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Current issue
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Collections
                                
                            


                	
                            Follow us on Twitter
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Subscribe
                            
                        
	
                            Sign up for alerts
                            
                        
	
                            
                                RSS feed
                            
                        


            

        
    
    
        
            
                
                    About the journal

                    	
                                
                                    Journal Information
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Open access publishing
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    About the Editors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Contact
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Special Issues
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    For Advertisers
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Subscribe
                                
                            


                

            
        

        
            
                
                    Publish with us

                    	
                                
                                    For Authors & Referees
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Language editing services
                                
                            
	
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            


                

            
        
    



    
        Search

        
            Search articles by subject, keyword or author
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Show results from
                        All journals
This journal


                    

                    
                        Search
                    

                


            

        


        
            
                Advanced search
            
        


        Quick links

        	Explore articles by subject
	Find a job
	Guide to authors
	Editorial policies


    





        
    
        
            

            
                
                    British Journal of Cancer (Br J Cancer)
                
                
    
    
        ISSN 1532-1827 (online)
    
    


                
    
    
        ISSN 0007-0920 (print)
    
    

            

        

    




    
        
    nature.com sitemap

    
        
            
                About Nature Portfolio

                	About us
	Press releases
	Press office
	Contact us


            


            
                Discover content

                	Journals A-Z
	Articles by subject
	Protocol Exchange
	Nature Index


            


            
                Publishing policies

                	Nature portfolio policies
	Open access


            


            
                Author & Researcher services

                	Reprints & permissions
	Research data
	Language editing
	Scientific editing
	Nature Masterclasses
	Research Solutions


            


            
                Libraries & institutions

                	Librarian service & tools
	Librarian portal
	Open research
	Recommend to library


            


            
                Advertising & partnerships

                	Advertising
	Partnerships & Services
	Media kits
                    
	Branded
                        content


            


            
                Professional development

                	Nature Careers
	Nature 
                        Conferences


            


            
                Regional websites

                	Nature Africa
	Nature China
	Nature India
	Nature Italy
	Nature Japan
	Nature Korea
	Nature Middle East


            


        

    

    
        	Privacy
                Policy
	Use
                of cookies
	
                Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
                
            
	Legal
                notice
	Accessibility
                statement
	Terms & Conditions
	Your US state privacy rights


    





        
    
        [image: Springer Nature]
    
    © 2024 Springer Nature Limited




    

    
    
    











    [image: ]







[image: ]
