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Future clinical trials in prosthodontics should focus on patient-
centred outcomes and use study designs that take into account 
patient and clinician treatment preferences.7 Moreover, when calcu-
lating study power, it is necessary to allow for the not-insignificant 
proportion of patients who will refuse to be allocated to one or other 
arms of a trial.
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EDITOR’S NOTE 

Mineral trioxide aggregate in primary molar pulpotomies

In their commentary on the paper by Holan et al.,1 Duggal and Al Ansary2 indicated that, “In addition to including teeth with pulp exposure, 
asymptomatic teeth with deep carious lesions were also included in the study”. This interpretation of the study is in keeping with the listing 
of symptomless primary molars with deep carious lesions as one of the inclusion criteria in the original paper. The inclusion criteria as listed in 
the article were: 1) symptomless primary molars with a deep carious lesion; 2) exposure of a vital pulp by caries; 3) no clinical or radiographic 
evidence of pulp degeneration, such as excessive bleeding from the root canal, internal root resorption, inter-radicular and/or periapical bone 
destruction, swelling or sinus tract; and 4) the possibility of proper restoration of the teeth. The authors clarified that only teeth that met all 
four criteria were included in the study. Thus, teeth with deep carious lesions were but without pulp exposure were not included in the study.

1. Holan G, Eidelman E, Fuks AB. Long-term evaluation of pulpotomy in primary molars using mineral trioxide aggregate or formocresol. Pediatr Dent 2005; 27:129–136.
2. Duggal M, Al Ansary M. Mineral trioxide aggregate in primary molar pulpotomies. Evid Based Dent 7:35–36.
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