
WHERE THE MONEY GOES
Resources for scientific research are spread unevenly throughout countries. Spending priorities 
vary according to budget constraints, historic research strengths and industry demands.
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*R&D data and researcher numbers from 2013 
unless otherwise stated.  Source: UNESCO.
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USING IT WISELY
Weighing a country's R&D spend against the size of its science workforce gives an indication of its research 
e�ciency. Of the ten most improved countries in the index between 2012 and 2015, China has the biggest 
research budget and workforce, and contributes the most to the index. The United Kingdom is a strong 
performer, but spends less on a smaller workforce than China and Germany. 

BANG FOR BUCK
When dividing a country's total number of articles in the index (AC) with their R&D spending and research workforce, the United Kingdom is the 
most e�cient at maximizing its output per research dollar spent. 
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AC data are for 2015. GERD and researcher numbers data are from 2013. Countries with data available were included in analysis.

*2010

*2010

*2010

*2012

*2011

*2011

China
China's research 
spend eclipses that 
of other countries, 
but its outlay per 
capita (US$244.8 in 
2013) lags behind 
Germany and the UK.

United Kingdom
A centre for 
biomedical research, 
the country’s 
contribution to life 
science articles 
increased over four 
years to a WFC 
114.48 in 2015.

Australia
While the country's overall 
R&D outlay is small, its spend 
per capita (US$929.60 in 
2011) is higher than China, 
the UK, Brazil and Russia.

Russia
Despite a sizeable 
scienti�c workforce, 
Russia spends less 
per capita on 
research (US$283.8 
in 2013) than most 
countries in the 
top 10.
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