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A
ndreas Ziegler and Inke R

König have undertaken the

daunting task to give an over-

view of current concepts (and applica-

tions) in genetic epidemiology. After

an introductory section on (human)

molecular genetics, including an im-

portant and very laudable section on data

quality, they cover linkage and association

in a thoughtfully selected, very complete

way.

What is truly remarkable about this

book is that it indeed does what it

promises to do in the title. The book gives

statistical details behind the methodol-

ogy, without going into too much or too

little detail. This makes it a long-sought

addition to the literature. In every chapter

there are questions and answers, which

are very useful for self-study. To put the

book to the test, I asked some of my

students to read the book and give me

their opinion, which was very positive in

all cases. This is remarkable, as their

respective backgrounds are partly

from biology and partly from statistics.

This argues that the book should indeed

appeal to readers from all backgrounds, if

only they are interested in the topic

covered.

The text itself is very nicely written and

easy to read. It is organised in mostly a

question and answer style, which facil-

itates retrieval of the relevant informa-

tion. A special feature is that many

algorithms are presented in a kind of

natural computer language, making them

easy to understand and to program.

There is also a (comparatively short) list of

errata at http://www.imbs.uni-luebeck.de/

monogr.html.

All in all, it is easy to give a very strong

recommendation for this book, and I

should expect it to become the standard

for its kind’
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