
Cancer deaths in 
North America are 
mainly from lung 
cancer, probably 
because of high 
rates of smoking. 

Low incomes and limited 
rural access to cancer 
care help to explain high 
mortality rates in Russia 
and China.

Dietary factors 
are thought to 
contribute to 
low death rates 
in Colombia 
and Venezuela.

With one of the 
highest smoking 
rates in South 
America, Uruguay 
also has the 
greatest mortality.

Low cancer 
mortality in 
Africa re�ects 
the region's 
high burden of 
infectious 
diseases.
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US$2.6 BILLION
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ATTACKING AN EPIDEMIC
Despite a huge amount of funding and research, regional and individual differences 
in cancer trends make it a hard disease to wipe out. By Mike May.
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With the exception of sub-Saharan Africa, lung cancer is one of 
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Screening 
programmes are 
picking up lots of 
early breast and 
prostate tumours, 
some of which 
might never 
develop into 
full-blown cancer
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A global killer and Points of attack: International Agency for Research on Cancer. Age-old problem, Rate changes and Highs and lows: Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results Program. Money 
matters: National Institutes of Health. Deadly discrepancy: World Cancer Report 2014.

Study results prompt 
sharp decline in use 
of hormone 
replacement therapy In 2012, cancer 

contributed to 15% of all 
deaths worldwide, with 

8.2 million in total.

1 6%

Infections caused 16% 
of all cancers in 2008

8.2M

2 9  M A Y  2 0 1 4  |  V O L  5 0 9  |  N A T U R E  |  S 5 1

OUTLOOKCANCER

© 2014 Macmillan Publishers Limited. All rights reserved


	Statistics: Attacking an epidemic

