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NEWS & NOTES
news

Society loses some
members
The Dentists’ Provident Society has pro-
duced a list of ‘lost’ members which it
wants to contact. The Society, which pro-
vides permanent health insurance and
income protection for dentists, is anxious
to trace the members because they may
have unclaimed money in accounts.

The members are: Susan Brewer, Peter
Foster-Smith, Meredith James, Jeremiah
Lynch, Robbie Robinson, Jyoti Sahdev,
Samir Shohet and Richard Simpson.

Anyone who can help the Society to
trace these members should call: 0171
222 2511.

Research grants for
dental neuroscience
Research grants worth more than
£250,000 have been awarded to staff
working in the field of dental neuro-
science at Sheffield University’s depart-
ment of oral and maxillofacial surgery.

The Wellcome Trust and Action
Research grants were given to Tilly

Loescher, Fiona Boissonade and Peter
Robinson for study into the aetiology of
sensory disorders following trigeminal
nerve injuries. A Medical Research
Council clinical training fellowship has
been awarded to Helen Rodd to study the
role of neuropeptides in dental pain.

The golden years
The British Society of Periodontology
has celebrated its golden jubilee with the
inauguration of new president Frank
Ashley.

Professor Ashley (pictured above, left)
received the presidency from Robin Sey-
mour at the Royal Society, London.

Dental surgery is
hands-free
A Gloucestershire dental practice has
become the first organisation in the UK
to use a new hands-free telephone head-
set system.

The equipment installed at the Leck-
hampton Dental Clinic allows the recep-
tion team to deal with patients’ phone
queries immediately — even if they are
walking around the clinic.

Ian Seddon, principal, says the tech-
nology revolutionises the receptionist’s

job: ‘It allows them to check on patients
records without delaying answering the
phone or ever putting the handset down.’

London dentist sues
CRE over poster
A dentist is to sue the Commission for
Racial Equality over a giant poster sited
opposite his west London practice.

Dr Sunny Luthra, principal at Capital
Dental Care, believes the poster, which
shows a black man’s face with the caption
‘Scared? You should be, it’s a dentist’ has an
adverse effect on patients. ‘I’ve spent years
trying to overcome the prejudice people
have about visiting their dentist’, he says.

The CRE claims it did not want to upset
dentists. A spokesman said: ‘We do not
believe that this poster would reinforce
people’s fears about visiting the dentist.’

Sick Dentist Scheme
0171 487 3119

Do you have a problem with alcohol or
drug dependence? Do you know

someone who does? 

In either case help is available: phone
the number above in total confidence.

BDA Dental Support Line 
0870 6020413

The BDA has set up a confidential
support line offering counselling and

advice from an independent counsellor
and former dentist to dental students,
dental staff, dentists and their families.

Lines are open from 10.00am to
4.00pm on Tuesdays and from

6.30pm to 8.30pm on Thursdays. An
answer service is available at other
times and the line is monitored daily.

The BDJ news page
The BDJ accepts all general news
items that might interest our
readers. Press releases or articles
should not exceed 500 words and
may be edited. Please include a
colour photograph if possible. As
space for photographs is limited,
priority will be to given to good
quality and/or interesting pictures.
Please send BDJ news items to
Alex Poole. 

Above: BDHA president Christine Pleasance (second right) with honorary vice presidents at
the BHDA Annual General Assembly of Members and Scientific Meeting. (From left) Stephen
Hancocks, Graham Smart and Norman Davies.
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