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New light on its causes,
new leads to a cure
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here are many success stories in the his-
tory of Parkinson’s disease. Our under-
standing of the condition has greatly
evolved since it was first identified as
the shaking palsy 193 years ago. We have made
progress in defining the underlying pathology
and tracking disease progression, and better
treatments improve patient quality of life. Yet, a
cure remains elusive.

Unlike other neurodegenerative conditions,
Parkinson’s disease has had a successful symp-
tomatic drug available for more than 40 years.
Levodopa is the mainstay of Parkinson’s disease
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