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Bridging the gap in health care
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e have never had such a

‘ ‘ sophisticated arsenal of
technologies for treating disease,
yet the gaps in health outcomes

keep getting wider. This is unacceptable.” This plea to
close the gap between rich and poor nations was made
last month by Margaret Chan, director-general of the
World Health Organization (WHO), in her first major
address on primary health care. Few would disagree.
The tragedy is that it joins a litany of similar unheeded
appeals by WHO directors-general, stretching back
almost 30 years.

Today, more than one billion people — one-sixth
of the world’s population — are affected by tropical
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into the villages is not a simple task, and success will
require the cooperation and commitment of numerous
institutions, both public and private. Preventing the
millions of unnecessary deaths that occur each year
from neglected diseases is the goal, and anything less

is unacceptable.
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