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LETTERS TO NATURE 

We have modified a baculovirus insecticide by inserting a 
gene encoding an insect-specific toxin so that it reduces survival 
time of infected insects and the amount of host plant damage. 
The virus can still produce polyhedra, making a realistic proposi
tion for field use, where it should cause less crop damage than 
normal, unmodified baculovirus insecticides. 0 
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CORRECTION 

An explanation for the protective 
effect of the MHC class II 1-E 
molecule in murine diabetes 
Eva-Pia Reich, Robert S. Sherwin, Osami Kanagawa 
& Charles A. Janeway Jr 

Nature 342, 326-328 (1989) 

A MAJOR finding in the above report in the 28 September 1989 
issue was that cloned T-cell lines that could transfer insulitis to 
young irradiated recipient mice bore antigen receptors encoded 
by Vf35 genes. We now have convincing data that the receptors 
are not encoded by Vf35 genes. The original finding was based 
on samples of a monoclonal antibody specific for Vf35. The 
specificity of this antibody has been validated in numerous 
studies. But several batches of this antibody produced after the 
paper was published failed to stain our cloned T-cells. We 
believe that the batch used in the experiments we reported 
contained a contaminant that led to spurious results. Recent 
molecular analyis shows that the f3 chains of the T-cell receptors 
in the clones of interest are encoded by Vf31 genes. A detailed 
characterization of these receptors will be reported when the 
molecular analysis is completed. The other findings in the paper 
have been validated in multiple experiments, and we have no 
reason to doubt them. We deeply regret any negative effects this 
error may have had on research in this important area. 0 
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